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The Parents’ Association Lecture 2019

Lewis Dartnell will be delivering the 2019-Parents’ 
Association Lecture, speaking about the origins 
and future of our planet. He will consider how 
much longer we can continue to exploit the world’s 
resources and the impact of such exploitation on 
humanity’s future. 

His latest book, Origins: How the Earth Made Us is 
a Sunday Times bestseller, which takes the reader 
on a thrilling journey, explaining the way in which 
geological forces drove human evolution in East 
Africa and even how mountainous terrain led to the 
development of democracy in Greece. Origins reveals 
the Earth’s awesome impact on the shape of human 
civilisations.

Our audience can expect a fascinating lecture as Professor 

geography, anthropology, physics, chemistry, biology, 
astronomy and history.

Lewis Dartnell graduated from Oxford University 
with a First Class degree in Biological Sciences and 
completed his PhD at University College London in 
2007; his thesis has since been reprinted by academic 
publishers under the alluring title of Martian Death 
Rays.  He now holds the Professorship in Science 
Communication at the University of Westminster.

the search for microbial life on Mars. He has 
appeared on numerous TV programmes including 
Horizon, Wonders of the Universe, Stargazing Live 
and The Sky at Night. He has worked on several 
documentaries with Professor Brian Cox as well as 

Professor Dartnell regularly writes for newspapers and magazines 
and has to date published four books. The Knowledge, like Origins, 

was also a Sunday Times bestseller. 

Lower Fifth Lecture Series 2019-20

University of Birmingham
Paper title: ‘Plastics and the World Oceans’

Dr Lesley Batty 

Professor Lewis Dartnell

Natalie Haynes - (OE 1993)

Lecture Title: ‘Troy Story’

Natalie left KEHS in 1993 to read Classics at Christ’s 
College, Cambridge. After becoming a member of 
their esteemed Footlights Dramatic Club, Natalie 
went on to make a name for herself as Britain’s 
leading comedic Classicist author and broadcaster.

Natalie started out as a comedian and, for over a 
decade, she toured in Europe and the US, amassing 

Perrier Comedy Awards. Natalie then moved across to radio and print 
journalism, writing extensively for major broadsheets and national 
magazines, and completing four series of her Radio Four show Natalie 
Haynes Stands Up for the Classics. Natalie has also penned four major books 
herself, and has held positions on the judging panels of the Man Booker 
Prize and Orange Prize. Natalie is a patron of Humanists UK. Her 
latest novel, A Thousand Ships, the story of the Trojan War from women’s 

the Stands Up for the Classics this autumn, Natalie also won the Classical 
Association Prize for her work bringing Classics to a broader audience.

P
an

was

Dr Katherine Brown

University of Birmingham
Paper title: ‘The role of women in combatting violent extremism in Islam’

Dr Brown is interested in Muslim women’s 

Islam. Her work examines the ways in which gendered 
jihadi narratives motivate and enfranchise, and how 
they combine with everyday experiences of living and 
politics. She also focuses on how counter-terrorism 
and counter-radicalisation programmes impact on 
religious women’s rights and Muslim communities. 
She joined Birmingham University’s Department of 

Theology and Religion in January 2016. Before then, she was a lecturer at 
King’s College London.

Dr Lesley Batty, Senior Lecturer in Environmental 
Pollution at the University of Birmingham. Dr Batty 
is also lead secretary of the British Ecological Society 
Teaching and Learning Special Interest Group. 
Established in 1913, The British Ecological Society is at 
the forefront of environmental research and education, 
bringing together 6,400 academics from across the 
world. It publishes six world-renowned academic 

journals, including the Journal of Ecology and works with universities and 
government departments in both Britain and across the globe.

Old Edwardians’ Lecture 2019

KEHS is privileged to be able to announce that the 
school will host a Holocaust survivor for the 2019-20 
academic year. Last year saw Mr Uri Winterstein speak to 
students in the Lower Fifth about his experiences during 
the Second World War and students this year will have 
a similar opportunity. The Holocaust Educational Trust 
was established in 1988 with the aim of educating young 

HOLOCAUST EDUCATIONAL TRUST

Holocaust survivor

people from every background about the Holocaust and the important 
lessons to be learned for today. The Trust works in schools, universities and 
in the community to raise awareness and understanding of the Holocaust, 
providing teacher training, an outreach programme for schools, teaching aids 
and resource material. One of the trusts’ earliest achievements was to ensure 
that the Holocaust formed part of the National Curriculum for History.
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Alessandra Guariglia received her PhD from Boston 
University. She is currently a Professor of Financial 
Economics at the University of Birmingham. Prior 
to that, she has worked at the Universities of Essex, 
Kent, Nottingham, and Durham. She is an Associate 
Editor of the Journal of Banking and Finance and 
the European Journal of Finance. In 2011 and 2012, 
she also served as a guest co-editor of two European 

Journal of Finance Special Issues on Chinese capital markets, and is currently 
co-editing an International Small Business Journal Special Issue also on 

of transition in China. She has published a range of papers including 
articles in the Journal of Development Economics, Journal of International 
Economics, Journal of Banking and Finance, Journal of Comparative 
Economics, Economics Letters, Economica, Oxford Economic Papers, 
Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics, and Econometrics Journal.

Professor of International Politics and American 
Studies since 1997, Professor Lucas began his career 
as a specialist in US and British foreign policy, 
but his research interests now also cover current 
international affairs --- especially North Africa, 
the Middle East, and Iran --- New Media, and 
Intelligence Services. A professional journalist since 
1979, Professor Lucas is the founder and editor of 
EA WorldView, a leading website in daily news 

and analysis of Iran, Turkey, Syria, and the wider Middle East, as well as 
US foreign policy. The author of a number of key studies on US Foreign 
Policy, namely, Freedom’s War: The US Crusade against the Soviet Union, 1945-
1956 and Twitter’s Revolutionaries: How New Media is Reshaping Foreign Policy 
and International Affairs, Professor Lucas is also a frequent contributor to 
American, British, and international media. A former essayist for the New 
Statesman, he has written and presented Suez: The Missing Dimension 

Power” rising of 1986 in the Philippines.

University of Birmingham
Paper title: ‘The One Child Policy and its impact on China’

University of Birmingham
Paper title: ‘Trump and US Foreign Policy’

Dr Tracey Perry, from the University 
of Birmingham’s centre for Cancer 
Research, will present a talk on the 
work of Cancer Research UK. Cancer 
Research UK is the world’s largest 

independent cancer research charity and it conducts research into the 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment of the disease. Research activities are 
carried out in institutes, universities and hospitals across the UK, both by 
the charity’s own employees and by its grant-funded researchers. It also 
provides information about cancer and runs campaigns aimed at raising 

Professor Alessandra Guariglia Professor Scott Lucas

Dr Tracey Perry from Cancer Research UK

Professor Lewis Dartnell is a research scientist, presenter and author. He 
graduated from Oxford University with a First Class degree in Biological 
Sciences and completed his PhD at University College London. He holds the 
Professorship in Science Communication at the University of Westminster 

for microbial life on Mars. He has also held a STFC Science in Society 
Fellowship and is very active in delivering live events at schools and science 

in numerous TV documentaries and radio shows. He has won several 
awards for his writing and outreach work and regularly works freelance for 
newspapers and magazines. He has also published four books including The 
Knowledge, which was a Sunday Times Book of the Year and ORIGINS: How 
the Earth Made Us which is already a Sunday Times bestseller. 

University of Westminster
Paper title: ‘How to build our world from scratch’

Professor Lewis Dartnell

Upper Sixth Lecture Series 2019-20

Professor Nic Cheeseman

Nic Cheeseman is Professor of Democracy at the 
University of Birmingham and was formerly the 
Director of the African Studies Centre at Oxford 
University. He is the recipient of the GIGA award for 
the best article in Comparative Area Studies (2013) and the 
Frank Cass Award for the best article in Democratisation 
(2015). He is also the author of Democracy in Africa 
(Cambridge University Press, 2015), the founding editor 

of the Oxford Encyclopaedia of African Politics, a former editor of the journal 
African Affairs
Progress Panel. His articles and blogs for the likes of the Washington Post 
have been read over a million times.

University of Birmingham
Paper Title: ‘How to Rig an Election - Lessons from Ten Years Working in the Field’

Professor Heather Widdows

Heather Widdows is the John Ferguson Professor of Global 
Ethics in the Department of Philosophy and Deputy Pro-
Vice-Chancellor for Research (Impact) at the University of 

bioethics and Deputy Chair of the Philosophy sub-panel 
for REF 2021. She previously served on the UK Biobank 
Ethics and Governance Council (2007-2013) and on the 
Philosophy REF sub-panel in 2014. Professor Widdows’ 
research is in the areas of global ethics, feminist philosophy 

and bioethics. Her current work explores the moral and ethical nature of 
beauty, particularly the increasing demands of beauty. Her latest book is Perfect 
Me: Beauty as an Ethical Ideal, the #everydaylookism was campaign launched as a 
result of the book. Heather co-runs the Beauty Demands Network.

Paper title: ‘Perfect Me: Beauty as an Ethical Ideal’

Professor Alberto Vecchio

Professor Vecchio is head of Astrophysics and Space 
Research, and Director of the Institute of Gravitational 
Wave Astronomy. Professor Vecchio’s research 
interests include general relativity, the astrophysics 
of compact objects - black holes and neutron stars 
- and gravitational-wave experiments. His work is 
primarily centred on gravitational-wave science  and 
new observations of the Universe using gravitational 

University of Birmingham
Paper title: ‘Gravitational Waves’

radiation with ground-based laser interferometers (LIGO, Virgo and GEO 
600), Pulsar Timing Arrays and future space based interferometers (LISA). 
He has published over 200 research papers and is a member of the LIGO 

and International Pulsar Timing Array collaborations, and the Laser 
Interferometer Space Antenna consortium.
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History Visiting Speaker Programme 2019-20

William Doyle is a British historian, 
specialising in 18th-century France, who is 
most notable for his one-volume Oxford History 
of the French Revolution (1989). He is one of the 
leading revisionist historians of the French 
Revolution, obtaining his doctorate from the 
University of Oxford, and is now a professor 
of history at Bristol University, a fellow of the 
British Academy and a trustee of The Society 
for the Study of French History.

Richard Cust is Professor of Early Modern History at the University 
of Birmingham, specialising in the political and cultural history of late 
sixteenth and early seventeenth century England. His PhD thesis on the 

has written extensively on the reigns of the early Stuart monarchs and the 
English Civil War, and his biography of Charles I was very well-received. 
He is also the editor of the journal Midland History.

Tim Bouverie read history at Christ Church, 
Oxford. From 2013-2017 he was a political 
journalist at Channel 4 News, where he worked 
alongside Michael Crick, as his producer, and 
covered all major political events, including both 
the 2015 and 2017 General Elections and the EU 
Referendum. He regularly reviews history and 
politics books, and has written for the Spectator, 
Observer and Daily Telegraph

he has worked at the Chalke Valley History Festival as an interviewer. His 
debut work, Appeasing Hitler, has garnered outstanding reviews from the likes 
of Max Hastings and Antony Beevor.

Dr  Chatwin is the author of Anywhere Out of 
the World, a literary biography of the traveller 
and writer Bruce Chatwin, acclaimed in 
the TLS as ‘the best account yet of the 
origins of Bruce Chatwin’s restless mania.’ 
His essays and articles have been published 
by the British Film Institute, the Los Angeles 
Review of Books, Caixin, Time Out and 
the Asian Review of Books amongst other 
publications. He has lived in and written 
widely on China. His latest book Long Peace 

Ted Powell read Modern History at 
Merton College, Oxford obtaining a 
First Class degree in 1976. He gained his 
DPhil in 1980 researching Public Order 
and Law Enforcement in Shropshire 
and Staffordshire in the Early Fifteenth 
Century.  He was Talbot Research Fellow 
at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford 1981-2 and 
Fellow and Director of Studies in History 
at Downing College, Cambridge between 

when he retired to devote himself to historical writing and lecturing.  In 
2018, he published his latest book King Edward VIII: An American Life.

University of Bristol
Paper title: ‘Origins of the French Revolution’

University of Birmingham
Paper title: ‘Stuart Britain’

Paper title: ‘Appeasement’

Paper title: ‘Long Peace Street: A History of Modern China’

Paper title: ‘Monarchy’

William Doyle Professor Richard Cust

Tim Bouverie

Dr Jonathan Chatwin

Ted Powell

Professor Kai Bongs

Professor Kai Bongs is Director of the UK 
Quantum Technology Hub for Sensors and 
Metrology, where he drives the translation of gravity 
sensors and ultra-precise clocks into technology 
and applications across a diverse number of 
sectors, including climate, communications, energy, 
transport and urban development. He also leads 
the Midlands Ultracold Atom Research Centre at 
the University of Birmingham. His work has been 
disseminated through both invited and peer-

reviewed presentations at international conferences and through high-
impact publications (125 in total). His work has been cited over 7000 times 
and has a h-index of 39.

Paper title: ‘Quantum Technolog y’

Street recounts a journey in modern China, a walk of twenty miles across 
Beijing offering a very personal encounter with the life of the capital’s 
streets. At the same time, it takes the reader on a journey through the 
city’s recent history, telling the story of how the present and future of 
the world’s rising superpower has been shaped by its tumultuous past, 
from the demise of the last imperial dynasty in 1912 through to the 
present day. ‘ Peter Frankopan, Professor of Global History, Worcester 
College, Oxford and author of The Silk Roads states, ‘Filled with insights, 
observations and anecdotes, Chatwin brings to life the past - and present 
- of one of the world’s great cities in an account that is as thoughtful as it 
is informative.”

Professor Bongs contributed to the Quantum technologies: Blackett review, 
a Government report published in 2016, which explored how the UK could 

technologies. He has built extensive links with key industry partners, 
working with over 40 companies in more than 30 projects. These industry 
partners include companies such as Teledyne e2v, Network Rail and BAE 
Systems.

In 2017, Professor Bongs received the Josiah Mason award for Business 
Advancement in recognition of his leadership of the Quantum Technology 
Hub for Sensors and Metrology. At the beginning of this year, Professor 
Bongs was made Editor-in-Chief for the European Physical Journal (Quantum 
Technologies). He is also a Royal Society Wolfson Research Merit Fellow, 
as well as a Fellow of the Institute of Physics and the Institution of 
Engineering and Technology.
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Geography Department Visiting Speaker 2019-20

Dr Phil Gravestock

Dr Phil Gravestock is the Dean for the 
College of Learning and Teaching at the 
University of Wolverhampton. With an 
undergraduate degree in Earth Sciences 
and a PhD in Geochemistry from the 
Open University, Dr Gravestock spent his 
early academic career researching volcanic 
activity. Dr Gravestock will deliver an 
interactive lecture to the Upper Fourth 

University of Wolverhampton
Topic: ‘Volcanic Hazards’

students about volcanic hazards and hazard management. The lecture 
features a decision-making exercise in which students use geographical 
information to decide whether to evacuate the towns and villages within 

about to erupt.

Russian Department Visiting Speaker 2019-20

Classics Department Visiting Speaker 2019-20

Psychology Department Visiting Speaker 2019-20

Olga Khrushcheva

Professor Zahra Newby - (OE- 1990)

Shannon Francis

Dr Khrushcheva is a senior lecturer in Politics at Manchester Metropolitan University and has conducted research in Russian foreign policy and 
EU-Russia relations.

Professor Newby’s research interests lie in art of the Roman empire in 
its widest cultural contexts, including art in the provinces of the Greek 

Shannon is a second-year doctoral research student reading 
Developmental Psychology at the University of Birmingham under the 
supervision of Dr. Rory Devine and Professor Ian Apperly. Her research 
interests include child development, social cognition, and parent-focused 

Manchester Metropolitan University
Topic: ‘Russian Foreign Policy’

Warwick University
Paper Title: ‘The Meanings Of Myths in Greek and Roman Art’

University of Birmingham
Topic: ‘Developmental Psycholog y’

training interventions. Her most recent work has focused on the creation 
of experimental paradigms that aim to explore causal relationships 

social understanding and spatial reasoning.

east, the Roman response to Greek culture, ancient funerary art, ancient 
athletics, festival culture and the relationships between art and text.

Theatre Studies Visiting Speakers 2019-20

Robin French - (OE KES 1997)

Robin French is a playwright and screenwriter. 
His plays include: Bear Hug (Royal Court Theatre); 
Gilbert is Dead (Hoxton Hall), The Red Helicopter 
(Almeida Theatre youth company), Heather Gardner 
(Birmingham Rep), The Get Out (Royal Court), 
Musical Differences (National Theatre Connections), 
and Crooked Dances (RSC).

Paper Title: ‘Rebel Music: The Work of a Playwright’
Robin is probably best known as the co-writer for the hit BBC2 series 
Cuckoo
Andie McDowell. Other work for television includes; writer and script 
editor for two series of BBC’s Man Stroke Woman starring Nick Frost. 
French was co-creator of (ABC Family) US sitcom Roommates and co-
creator and co-writer of ITV2’s mystery drama Trinity, starring Charles 
Dance and Claire Skinner.
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Religious Studies Speaker Programme 2019-20

Joanna Vanderham

Joanna grew up in Scotland. She trained at The 
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama. It 
was here she was spotted by casting director 

role as ‘Cathy’ in The Runaway (2010) together 
with Keith Allen, Ken Stott, Alan Cummings 
and Jack O’Connell among other members of 
an excellent cast. The wonderful range of her 
subtle performances includes notable TV and 

Dancing on 
the Edge (2013), The Paradise (2012), Banished (2015), One of Us (2016), What 
Maisie Knew (2012) and Warrior (2019). Her superb stage work also includes 
her exquisite interpretations as ‘Lika’ in Aleksei Arbuzov’s The Promise 

Oxford University
Topic: ‘Sexual Ethics’

Dr Daniel is a Lecturer in Theology and Christian 
Ethics at Oxford University. Following his completion 
of a Bachelor of Arts at the University of Cambridge 
in Theology and Religious Studies, and a Masters in 
Philosophical Theology and Philosophy of Religion at 
Yale (where he was a Marquand Scholar), Dr Daniel 
continued to complete doctoral research in theological 
and philosophical ethics at Oxford, before completing 

a PGCE in Religious Education at the same establishment. His research 
interests include: Conscience in moral theology, moral philosophy, and 
the history of ethics; early modern and modern rational intuitionism; 
theological thought in the British Enlightenment; virtue ethics and 
character education; the philosophy and theology of education.

Dr Dafydd Daniel

University of Birmingham
Topic: ‘The Ontological Argument’

Professor Nagasawa is a Professor of Philosophy 
at the University of Birmingham, President of the 
British Society for the Philosophy of Religion and 
Co-Director of the John Hick Centre for Philosophy 
of Religion. He specialises in the philosophy of 
religion, the philosophy of mind and applied 
philosophy, and is the author of Maximal God: A 
New Defence of Perfect Being Theism (Oxford University 

Press, 2017), Miracles: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press, 
2017), The Existence of God: A Philosophical Introduction (Routledge, 2011) 
and God and Phenomenal Consciousness: A Novel Approach to Knowledge 
Arguments (Cambridge University Press, 2008).

Professor Yujin Nagasawa

University of Birmingham
Topic: ‘Wittengenstein and Language Games’

Dr Ben Kotzee is a Senior Lecturer in the School 
of Education at the University of Birmingham. 
Alongside his lectures on topics about the Philosophy 
of Education, Dr Kotzee is also the editor of 
Education and the Growth of Knowledge (Wiley-Blackwell, 
2013) and the Director of Postgraduate Research 
at the University. In May 2015, he was appointed 
co-investigator on the Phronesis and the Medical 
Community project funded by the AHRC’s Connected 

Communities programme, which was designed to explore the ethical 
dimension of good decision-making in the context of medical leadership, 
in order to improve patient care and experience.

Dr Ben Kotzee

University of Birmingham
Topic: ‘Ayer’

Dr Law is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at the University 
of Birmingham, Head of Education for the School of 
Philosophy, Theology and Religion and is currently 
working on papers in moral theory, moral psychology, 
the philosophy of medicine and applied ethics. Alongside 
other established researchers, Dr Law is a founding 
member of the Health and Happiness Research Cluster, 
which undertakes research, runs workshops, seminars 
and a Masters programme and produces publications on 

themes surrounding health and happiness.

Dr Iain Law

University of Birmingham
Topic: ‘Tillich’s Theory of Religious Language’

Dr Daniel Moulin-Stozek

Dr Moulin-Stozek is from the School of Education 
at the University of Birmingham and serves on the 
editorial board of the Journal of Beliefs and Values. 
Following his coordination of a project studying 
interreligious dialogue between 2011 and 2013, 
Dr Moulin-Stozek was awarded a Carmen Blacker 
Prize for the study of religion. Following this, Dr 
Moulin-Stozek worked as a Postdoctoral Fellow in 
the Faculty of Autonomous Protestant Theology in 

the University of Geneva and an Associate Professor at the Institute for 

his way to the Jubilee Centre for Character and Virtues, which he recently 
joined as a Research Fellow.

Dr Carmel Mevorach

Dr Mevorach is a lecturer in the School of 
Psychology at the University of Birmingham. As a 
cognitive neuroscientist, Dr Mevorach’s research 
aims to unravel how individual factors, such as 
autistic traits, play a role in the mechanisms of 
attention at the neural level. In line with this 
research, Dr Mevorach has previously contributed 
to the development of a new computerised 
assessment and training batteries for children and 
adults with ADHD.

University of Birmingham
Topic: ‘Neuroscience’

(London’s Donmar Warehouse, 2012) and ‘Milly’ in Richard Greenberg’s 
The Dazzle (Soho Theatre, 2015-16) alongside Andrew Scott and David 
Dawson, as well as her remarkable Shakespearean performances as 
‘Desdemona’ in Othello (Royal Shakespeare Company, 2015 - RSC Live: 
Othello (2015)) and as ‘Lady Anne’ in Richard III (Almeida Theatre, 2016 
- Richard III (2016)) with Hugh Quarshie and Ralph Fiennes in the title 
roles respectively.

Joanna will be joining us to share her experiences of working on stage, 

at Drama School and offer advice to anyone thinking of pursuing a career 

Drama students on characterisation and preparation for a role.
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University of Birmingham
Topic: ‘Sexual Ethics’

Joshua Heyes

Joshua Heyes is a Doctoral Researcher at the University 
of Birmingham, with the topic of his current research 
being ‘the lived sexual theo-ethics of Christian young 
men: challenges for relationships and sex education in 
England’. This research investigates the discussion of 
who should teach sex education and how it should be 
taught, due to this continually raising deeply rooted 
political and moral disagreements. 

Dr Marie Falahee - (OE 1989)

Dr Falahee is a member of the Rheumatology 

and Ageing at the University of Birmingham. 
The main focus of her work is understanding 
the perspectives of individuals with, or at risk of 
musculoskeletal disorders, and developing effective 
psychological or educational interventions to 
improve the health outcomes of these individuals. 
Dr Falahee is involved in the development of 
international evidence-based recommendations on 

the methodologies used to integrate patient preferences into decision making 
throughout the lifecycle of medical products as a partner in the European 
Union Innovative Medicines Initiative funded consortium PREFER. As 
well as this, she is the academic co-ordinator of Birmingham Rheumatology 
Research Patient Partnership (R2P2), which ensures that research conducted 
by the Rheumatology Research Group is informed by patients’ needs, 

University of Birmingham
Topic: ‘Ethics in Practice’

Professor Bob Bowie

Bob Bowie is Director of the National Institute 
of Christian Education, a research centre at 
Canterbury Christ Church University that 
investigates all aspects of Christian Education in 
including schooling, Christian universities, religious 
education and faith development. He was Chair of 
the Association of University Lecturers in Religion 
and Education until 2018. He is on the boards of 
several journals including the British Journal of 

Religious Education, the Journal of Beliefs and Values and is an editor 
for the International Journal of Christianity and Education. His own research 
areas are around religious and human rights education, with a current 

recently on tolerance of religions and morality in values education policy.

Canterbury Christchurch University
Topic: ‘Christian Ethics’

Michael Wee

at the Anscombe Bioethics Centre. His academic 
background is in literature and philosophy, and he 
previously studied at Durham University and Oxford 
University. He is currently working on a research 
project exploring the role of virtues and character 
traits in mental health, and is also the member of a 

study group on posthumanism.

Anscombe Bioethics Centre
Topic: ‘Natural Moral Law’

Careers Department Speaker Programme Autumn 2019

Kris Krzysztof Kredens  is Co-Director of the Centre 
for Forensic Linguistics, Programme Director for the 
MA in Forensic Linguistics, and Lecturer in Applied 
Linguistics at Aston University. Following his MA in 
English Studies, Kris completed his PhD in English 
Linguistics at the University of Lodz.

Dr Krzysztof Kredens

Hannah Whitehouse is a Detective Inspector in 
West Midlands Police. As Homicide SIO (Senior 

investigations in Birmingham. Hannah has worked 

in uniformed front line roles in Handsworth and 
Newtown, before specialising as a detective in CID.

DI Hannah Whitehouse - (OE 1997)

Frankie is currently in her second year at the University of Manchester, 
reading BSc International Disaster Management and Humanitarian 
Response with Spanish.

Frankie York - (OE 2017)

Steve Gedye is a Project Manager at Mace, an international consultancy 
and construction business.

Steve Gedye

Alison Harvie is Group Head of Communications 

Richmond Fellowship, with responsibility for the 
wider Recovery Focus group.  She has over 15 years 
experience working in charity communications and 
is passionate about making social change happen. 
Before joining Recovery Focus she was the Head 

volunteering charity Volunteering Matters. She’s 
previously managed the external affairs of The Young Foundation, the 
centre for social innovation based in east London, as well as having 
worked for the thinktank Demos, a public arts collective and a social 
venture accelerator programme. She is Chair of Trustees for Magic Me, 
an intergenerational arts charity based in East London most famous for 

Alison Harvie

Judy Dyke is the Director of Tyndallwoods Solicitors 
and Head of the Private Client Department. She 
joined Tyndallwoods in 1974 straight from university 
and has practised private client law exclusively since 
1978, becoming Partner in charge of the Private Client 

working time has been spent drafting Wills, advising 
in relation to the administration of Estates and Trusts 
and related taxes. Judy is a member of The Law Society 

Private Client Section, Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners and 
Solicitors For the Elderly. Judy is Patron of Edward’s Trust bereavement 

Cultural Champion and Cancer Research UK Ambassador, Birmingham.

Judy Dyke MBE - (OE 1972)
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Adam Hope is a Cost Consultant at Mace, an international consultancy 
and construction business.

Dr Sara Jabbari is a Senior Lecturer in the School 
of Mathematics at the University of Birmingham. 
Alongside teaching mathematics to university students, 
she also carries out research into the applications 
of mathematics in medicine, with a focus on how 
mathematical modelling can help tackle antimicrobial 
resistance. This involves working with researchers 
from many other subjects, including microbiology, 
immunology, dentistry and chemical engineering.

Rehana Mohammed Watkinson is the PMO 
Manager for Greater Birmingham and Solihull 
Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP). She works 
with the Programme Team for the capital funding 
programmes in the LEP; ensuring they have the 
correct processes and policies in place to support 
the Strategic Economic Plan and dealing with all the 
grant funding claims. Rehana works on a range of 
projects that deliver on economic growth in the area 
and will help to make Greater Birmingham a top 

global city region, including bringing clinical innovation and research to 
the city through the Centre for Clinical Haematology at the QE Hospital 
and regenerating the Birmingham Business Park.

Adam Hope

Dr Sara Jabbari

Rehana Mohammed Watkinson

Having graduated in Politics from Bristol 
University, Andrew has a broad range of experience 

lasting over 30 years.  He has advised companies on 

corporate strategy. He lives in Edgbaston and works 

of London. 

Pav Shergill is the Director of Monsoon Venue 
Group (MVG). After graduating from university 
with a BA Honours in Marketing, Pav went 
on to enjoy a successful career in Marketing 
and Communications, before starting MVG in 
2013. Starting her career on the Michael Page 
International Graduate Scheme, Pav went on to 
work for West Midlands Police (WMP) as a Press 

niche for working with specialist markets. During 
her time with WMP Pav led on PR campaigns 
to engage with Black and Minority Media to 

help improve the communication between the police and hard to reach 
community groups. Wanting to develop her corporate experience she 
decided to join the NEC Group Communications team, working across 
the Groups many brands. It was during her time working for the NEC 
Group that Pav noticed a gap in the market for a specialist agency 
supporting venues with the sales, marketing and delivery of Asian events 
and MVG was established. Her key achievements include Winner of 
Entrepreneur of the Year – Institute of Asian Business and Founder of 
the Midland Asian Wedding Awards.

Andrew Raca

Pav Shergill

Mike Walmsley studied Engineering Science at 
Oxford University and is now a Chartered Engineer 
responsible for the delivery of projects around the 
world for Metaswitch Networks, a global technology 
company, leading one of the biggest technical 
revolutions ever to hit communication networks. 
Every year, Metaswitch recruits the best graduates 
to work in a wide variety of career paths and offers 
paid pre-university and university internships to the 
students studying at the country’s top universities.

Mike Walmsley

After completing a degree in zoology at Aberystwyth 
University, Dr Robert Brownlow joined the 
Metropolitan Police as a Crime Scene Examiner and 
photographer. A year later, he took the opportunity to 
study for a PhD in genetics and marine biology. The 
skills he developed during his four year PhD, along 
with his previous forensic experience enabled Rob 
to return to the MET Police as part of the counter 
terrorism unit, where he was actively involved in 
operations and investigations.
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