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GCSE Courses

INTRODUCTION
In the first three years of education at King Edward VI High School for Girls, choices of
subjects are kept to a minimum so that breadth is ensured.
In order to offer sufficient depth of study and a degree of personalisation, we operate an
options system for the Lower and Upper Fifth years. Our programme is designed to allow
girls to take a maximum of 10 GCSE subjects.
Core
All girls will study 10 GCSE subjects comprising a core of English Language and Literature,
Mathematics, a MFL and Science. Our expectation is that the majority of girls will continue
to study all three separate sciences, particularly if they are considering a career in
engineering, medicine, pharmacy or veterinary science, or if they are unsure about their
future career plans, as we would not want them to limit their choices in the future. There
may be valid reasons for some girls to choose to study two of the three sciences to enable
them to pursue a different academic pathway and select another subject in place of the third
science; this is an option we would consider in discussion with the individual and her
parents.
Options
Girls choose three or four subjects from the following list:
Art & Design
Drama
Geography
History
Latin
Music
MFL: Greek or Italian
Religious Studies
Enrichment
All girls will follow an enrichment programme in the Lower Fifth. Options will include the
Sports’ Leaders course, Food Studies, TREK (Thinking, Reasoning and Knowledge),
Engineering and a course in Computing. Alternatively, some girls may choose to undertake
a Level 2 (Higher) Project Qualification on a topic of their choice. This qualification is
designed to develop research skills which are valued by Higher Education institutions.
Extended Project Qualification
The Level 2 (Higher) Project Qualification is an opportunity for girls to undertake
independent study on a topic of interest to them. This involves them selecting an area of
interest, researching it independently, writing up their findings and presenting it to their peers
and teachers, whilst keeping a record of their planning, decisions and research. It is an
excellent preparation for further study, as girls have to manage their own time, learn how to
research effectively and motivate themselves. They will be supported by a member of staff
who will discuss their ideas with them (as well as attending their presentation and marking
the project), but the project is always very much under the control of the girl doing it.
Additional Courses
Other courses offered to girls which can lead to a GCSE qualifications include Additional
Mathematics, Astronomy and Mandarin.

The school tries to meet the choices of all girls, but it is unlikely that every single subject
combination will be possible. If this happens, girls will be informed as early as possible to
enable them to make an alternative choice. If numbers choosing any particular subject are
not large enough for a viable group, then the option course will not run. We will inform girls
if it becomes clear that the numbers for a course are not viable, so that they can make an
alternative choice.

Upper 4th Option Choices (Teacher information)
2017-2018
Timetable of Key Dates
Monday 11th December
•
•
•

Mrs Clark speaks to the U4th in the lecture theatre
Option booklets will be given out to the students by form tutors along with an option
choices sheet after the meeting
Girls will be told that from the start of the Spring term departmental areas will be
speaking to students during lesson time about their GCSE courses.

Tuesday 9th January 2018
•

Information Evening for parents and girls 6.00pm-7.00pm

Between 8th-19th January:
•

There will be an introduction to the new languages offered at KS4: Italian and Greek.
These will take place in language lessons.

•

During the week of the 8th January a session will be arranged for all of the U4th to
meet with members of the L5th (U5th in the case of some languages) to talk about
option choice subjects.

•

There will also be an opportunity to speak with members of the 6th Form about their
experience of the option choices process. This usually takes place after the
L5th/U5th have spoken with the girls.

Monday 29th January 2018:
•

The U4th At Home will provide an opportunity to discuss progress generally and also
any issues relating to option choices.

Tuesday 6th February 2018:
•

Deadline for the return of Option Choices sheets to form teacher

Monday 26th February
•

Mrs Edwards and Miss Brown finalise option blocks.

•

If students wish to make any alterations to their choices from this point then they
must see Mrs Clark; she will then see whether it will be possible to accommodate
any changes given the size of particular classes or the position of certain subjects
within the option blocks.

ART & DESIGN
Syllabus – Edexcel: New specification from 2016
Aims
The course aims to provide students with opportunities to develop technical skills across a
wide range of materials, techniques and processes in order to develop their understanding of
the visual language. Practical techniques such as drawing, painting, engraving, block
printing, sculpture and ceramics are taught but in addition students are encouraged to
develop work through a process of personal experimentation. The sequential development of
ideas through recording, analysing, experimenting, refining and evaluating is at the heart of
each thematic enquiry. Lessons are structured to make purposeful links with the work of
other artists, designers and craftspeople and it is our aim to ensure that all students
understand the wider social, political, historical and cultural contexts within which their work
is placed.
The course is designed for students who have a commitment to and love of the subject and
feel motivated to develop their skills and express their ideas from thematic starting points.
The GCSE course is suitable for students who:
•
•
•
•
•
•

are driven by curiosity and are intrinsically motivated
understand that a committed and sustained approach is the key to success
are independent , proactive and well organised
are able to think in a divergent as well convergent manner
are willing to take risks and understand that failure is part of the learning process
reflect on outcomes and modify and refine their work as it progresses

Content
GCSE Art and Design follows on from the Upper Fourth foundation year. As students gain
confidence in their technical ability they are encouraged to take greater responsibility for
developing their ideas, working practices and outcomes. The culmination of the course is to
present an individual portfolio of work consisting of:
•
•

a series of outcomes supported by preparatory material covering the four
assessment objectives.
a final outcome produced under timed examination conditions supported by
preparatory material that cover the four assessment objectives

Assessment
Each student’s work is assessed in accordance with the specified assessment criteria. Work
is assessed holistically on its own merits against this criteria.
Marks available are divided into two components. There are 72 marks available in each
component.
The personal portfolio (coursework)
The externally set assignment

60% of the total marks available
40% of the total marks available

All work is internally assessed and externally moderated. Students working well on the
course will be awarded levels 5 and 6 on the assessment taxonomy. This translates as

‘confident and assured’. Students who make outstanding progress will be awarded level 6
which translates as ‘exceptional.
The course is concerned with the generation of ideas and the expression of those ideas in a
variety of forms. Consequently, work in individual areas of study will overlap. The most
successful students will be those who recognise the benefits of approaching the subject in
the widest possible manner, always prepared to consider the full range of alternatives and
never under estimating the importance of exhaustive investigation.

CLASSICS
GREEK
Syllabus - OCR J292
Aims
OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Classical Greek will enable learners to:
• develop and deploy their knowledge of vocabulary, morphology and syntax in order to
read, understand and interpret Classical Greek
• develop their knowledge and understanding of ancient literature, values and society
through the study of original texts, adapted and abridged, as appropriate
• select, analyse and evaluate evidence to draw informed conclusions from the literature
studied to:
o demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the historical, literary and cultural
context of a text
o identify and appreciate its literary form and impact on the reader
o develop and apply their critical, analytical and reflective skills to evaluate evidence
from a range of sources
GCSE (9–1) in Classical Greek will encourage learners to:
• develop insights into the relevance of Classical Greek and of ancient literature and
civilisation to our understanding of our modern world of diverse cultures
• deploy their knowledge and understanding of Classical Greek to deepen their
understanding of English and other languages
• relate their knowledge and understanding of the ancient world to other disciplines
• develop research and analytical skills which will empower them to become independent
learners and enquirers, equipping them for further study in arts, humanities and sciences.
Content
This is a demanding but rewarding course which takes students from scratch to GCSE level
in less than two years. The course involves the study of Classical Greek language, literature
and culture. Athenaze (similar in style and format to the Cambridge Latin Course) and John
Taylor’s Greek to GCSE are used as the principal course books to cover language content.
Both books incorporate grammar and a large amount of lively reading material. Aspects of
Classical Greek life, culture, myth, history and thought are studied, illustrated by a variety of
visual aids. In the Lower Fifth, girls study ‘Literature and Culture’ learning about two key
aspects of life in Classical Greece through a visual, archaeological and literary sources (in
translation). We embark on set text literature work, where girls read real, original Classical
Greek literature for the first time in the Upper Fifth.
Assessment
This is by examination at the end of the course. There is no coursework. The examination
tests knowledge and understanding of three element of the course: language; literature and
culture; literature (in Greek).
(i)

Language: this component is worth 50% of the GCSE. There is one examination of 1
hour and 30 minutes with passages in Classical Greek for translation and
comprehension. A vocabulary list (c. 400 words) contains all the words used in this
paper and is learnt in advance.
(ii) Literature and Culture: this component is worth 25% of the GCSE. Girls study two topics
on Classcial Greek Civilisation and Culture using the sources in the Prescribed Sources
Booklet and answer questions in English on aspects of content, culture, social practices
and values.
(iii) Literature: this component is worth 25% of the GCSE. Girls study a Classical Greek set
text and answer questions in English on aspects of content and analyse, evaluate and

respond to the ancient literature they have studied. The topics in 2020 are Athenian
Society and The Olympic Games.
Background
A GCSE in Classical Greek distinguishes students from the crowd for their scholarly
aptitude, their attention to detail and their willingness to embrace challenge. To study
Classical Greek imparts a broad mix of transferable skills. In a great range of careers,
employers look for skills, not subject specialities. Those who go on to study Classical Greek
at A level and degree level find employment in a wide variety of careers, such as
management, law, advertising, journalism, the Civil Service, finance and education, to name
but a few.
Beyond that, to study Classical Greek is to study a society which is intrinsically interesting
and valuable. Students acquire a knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the major
achievements of the Greeks in such fields as literature, art, architecture, science, medicine,
tecnology and law. Studying ancient societies involves exploring the origins of our own
culture. The Greek world makes a unique contirbution to modern society: our literary,
political, philosophical, social, religious, cultural and legal concepts owe much to Classical
Greece. Greek also helps with the learning of modern languages, in terms of structure,
grammar and vocabulary. It also has many links with other subjects, for example English,
History, Drama, Art, and Religious Studies.
Each year a group of between 5 and 12 girls chooses Classical Greek for GCSE. Our results
are outstanding: for the past 5 years, all candidates have achieved an A* grade.

LATIN
Syllabus – OCR J282
Aims
OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Latin will enable learners to:
• develop and deploy their knowledge of vocabulary, morphology and syntax in order to
read, understand and interpret Latin
• develop their knowledge and understanding of ancient literature, values and society
through the study of original texts, adapted and abridged as appropriate
• select, analyse and evaluate evidence to draw informed conclusions from the literature
studied to:
o demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the historical, literary and cultural
context of a text
o identify and appreciate its literary form and impact on the reader
• develop and apply their critical, analytical and reflective skills to evaluate evidence from a
range of sources
OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Latin will encourage learners to:
• develop insights into the relevance of Latin and of ancient literature and civilisation to our
understanding of our modern world of diverse cultures
• deploy their knowledge and understanding of Latin to deepen their understanding of
English and other languages
• relate their knowledge and understanding of the ancient world to other disciplines
• develop research and analytical skills which will empower them to become independent
learners and enquirers, equipping them for further study in arts, humanities and sciences.
Content
The GCSE course builds on the knowledge and understanding girls have gained in their
study of Latin in the Lower School. The Cambridge Latin Course book III is completed in the
Lower Fifth year. During the remainder of the Lower Fifth and and Upper Fifth years, the
Cambridge Latin Course books IV and V, Essential GCSE Latin, John Taylor’s Latin to
GCSE and other GCSE readers are used to deliver the outstanding linguistic content of the
course and to practise translation and comprehension skills. Additionally, in the Lower Fifth,
girls study ‘Literature and Culture’ learning about two key aspects of Roman life through a
visual, archaeological and literary sources (in translation). Again this will build on your
existing knowledge and understanding. We embark on set text literature work, where girls
read real, original Latin literature for the first time in the Upper Fifth.
Assessment
This is by examination at the end of the course. There is no coursework. The examination
tests knowledge and understanding of three element of the course: language; literature and
culture; literature (in Latin).
(i)

Language: this component is worth 50% of the GCSE. There is one examination of 1
hour and 30 minutes with passages in Latin for translation and comprehension. A
vocabulary list (c. 400 words) contains all the words used in this paper and is learnt in
advance.
(ii) Literature and Culture: this component is worth 25% of the GCSE. Girls study two topics
on Roman civilisation and culture using the sources in the Prescribed Sources Booklet
and answer questions in English on aspects of content, culture, social practices and
values.
(iii) Literature: this component is worth 25% of the GCSE. Girls study a Latin set text and
answer questions in English on aspects of content and analyse, evaluate and respond

to the ancient literature they have studied. The topics in 2020 are Myths and Beliefs and
the Romans in Britain.
Background
In studying GCSE Latin, pupils continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of
our cultural, literary and linguistic heritage. Girls are encouraged to appreciate further the
unique contribution made by the Roman world to modern society. This aids understanding
of the origin of many concepts in areas such as literature, politics, philosophy, society,
religion and law. General language skills continue to be enhanced, and this helps to
reinforce language learning, particularly, but not solely with reference to the Romance
Languages (English, French, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Romanian) into which Latin
evolved. Pupils are introduced to selections of Latin literature, among the finest ever written.
Intrinsically interesting and valuable in content, this study of literature also allows pupils to
acquire skills of literary appreciation, analysis and comment. Since GCSE Latin comprises
language work, literary appreciation and work on historical background, it provides excellent
support for many other subjects. Those who continue to A-level combine Latin with a wide
variety of other subjects. Graduates who have studied for a classical degree such as
Classics, Latin and French, Latin and English, Archaeology, Ancient History etc. find
employment in an enormous variety of fields; some vocational (research, teaching
librarianship, archive and museum work etc.), many in the public sector (civil service, local
government, social work, health service etc.) and most in the private sector (managerial,
public relations, accounting, banking, computer analysis, law, publishing, journalism,
advertising etc.) The study of Latin involves a broad mix of transferable skills; in a great
range of careers employers look for skills rather than subject specialities.

DRAMA GCSE(2 YEAR COURSE)
Syllabus - AQA
There are several good reasons for choosing GCSE Drama:
•

You enjoy drama: there are probably between 10 and 30 girls in U4th who have
appeared in a Junior Production. GCSE Drama gives an opportunity to get a
qualification in something you enjoy doing – what’s not to like?

•

Drama provides an opportunity to build confidence in essential presentational skills.
We are in an age of communication and the ability to express yourself effectively is
the most important of life skills.

•

Breadth of study: there’s evidence that employers and universities like a CV with
something that marks candidates out as “a bit different”. The creative subjects give
students a different way of looking at themselves and the world.

•

You have the opportunity to specialise in a number of areas and approach the course
as a performer, director, designer, script writer or deviser or a combination of these.

•

A change: not everyone works effectively behind a desk for eight periods a day.

The Scheme of Assessment:
The Scheme of Assessment comprises of three components:
1.

Understanding Drama (written examination)
Written Paper – 1 hr 45 minutes (40% of the total marks)
What's assessed
• Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre.
• Study of one set play from a choice of six.
• Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers.
The Written paper comprises three sections:
A – multiple choice
B – 4 questions on a given extract of the set play chosen
C – Study of a live theatre production seen

2.

Devising Drama (practical)
Practical performance & coursework (40% of the total marks)
What's assessed
• Process of creating devised drama.
• Performance of devised drama (students may contribute as performer or designer).
• Analysis and evaluation of own work.

3.

Texts in Practice (practical)
Practical Performances (20% of the total marks)
What's assessed
• Performance of two extracts from one play (students may contribute as performer or
designer).

Timing
Components 1 & 3 take place in the second year, component 2 will take place in the first
year .
Teaching methods
There is an emphasis on group work and practical workshops, with occasional
performances, together with discussion, role play, improvisation, technical tuition, and
research.
Theatre Visits
Seeing live performance is an essential part of developing an appreciation and
understanding of theatre. There is an exciting and varied programme of theatre visits
throughout the year, which girls are expected to attend.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE
The English Language and English Literature IGCSE specifications offered by Edexcel are
designed to be complementary. Candidates are entered for both English Language and
English Literature.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Specification - EDEXCEL
Aims
The specification aims to develop candidates’ abilities in the three key areas of reading,
writing, and speaking and listening.
Content
Candidates must demonstrate their ability in the three key areas as follows:
Speaking and Listening
• communicate clearly, structuring and organising their talk and adapting to different
situations, using standard English appropriately;
• participate in discussion both speaking and listening, judging the nature and purposes of
contributions and roles of participants;
• adopt roles and communicate with audiences using a range of techniques.
Reading
• read with insight and engagement, making appropriate references to texts and developing
and sustaining interpretations of them;
• distinguish between fact and opinion and evaluate how information is presented;
• follow an argument, identifying implications and recognising inconsistencies;
• select material appropriate to their purpose, collate material from different sources, and
make cross references;
• understand and evaluate how writers use linguistic, structural and presentational devices
to achieve their effects and comment on ways language varies and changes.
Writing
• communicate clearly and imaginatively, using and adapting forms for different readers
and purposes;
• organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a variety of linguistic
and structural features;
• use a range of sentence structures effectively, with accurate spelling and punctuation.
Assessment
All candidates sit Paper 1 (2hrs 15mins) on nonfiction texts and transactional writing (worth
60%). Centres then choose to enter candidates either for Paper 2 (1hr 30mins) on poetry
and prose, reading and imaginative writing, or two coursework essays (worth 40%).
Speaking and Listening
Marks for speaking and listening do not contribute to the final grade awarded for Language.
Instead, it is an endorsement reported as a separate line on the certificate.

ENGLISH LITERATURE
Specification – EDEXCEL
Aims
The specification aims to give candidates opportunities to explore their literary interests and
to learn the skills necessary for literary study. The specification encourages them to
develop:
• the ability to read, understand and respond to a wide range of types of literary text, to
appreciate the ways in which authors achieve their effects;
• awareness of social, historical and cultural contexts and influences in the study of
literature;
• the ability to construct and convey meaning in speech and writing, matching style to
audience and purpose.
Content
Candidates must demonstrate their ability to:
• respond to texts critically, sensitively and in detail, selecting appropriate ways to convey
their response, using textual evidence as appropriate;
• explore how language, structure and forms contribute to the meaning of texts, considering
different approaches to texts and alternative interpretations;
• explore relationships and comparisons between texts, selecting and evaluating relevant
material.
• relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions.
Assessment
All candidates sit Paper 1 (2hrs) on poetry and modern prose (worth 60%). Centres then
choose to enter candidates either for Paper 2 (1hr 30 mins) on modern drama and a text
from our literary heritage, or two coursework essays (worth 40%).

GEOGRAPHY
Syllabus – Edexcel International GCSE in Geography
Aims
• To stimulate your curiosity in geography, to develop a sense of place and ‘awe and
wonder’ which will allow you to fully appreciate and learn from the world around you.
• To learn about the global challenges which face us all, such as population growth,
dwindling environmental resources, energy issues, the impact of rapidly developing
economies, plus the complexities of physical systems such as river and coastal flooding,
earthquakes, volcanoes and climate change.
• To enable you to acquire knowledge and understanding of a range of places,
environments and geographical processes operating at local through to global scales.
• To develop your awareness of the way in which people and environments interact, and
appreciate the opportunities, challenges and constraints that face people in different
places, encouraging your development as citizens in the rapidly changing 21st Century.
• You will acquire and apply the range of geographical skills that is needed to conduct
geographical enquiry, including those of fieldwork, independent research, ICT and map
work.
Overview of content
• Section A – The natural environment
Two of three topics will be completed:
1. River environments
2. Coastal environments
3. Hazardous environments
•

Section B – People and their environments
Two of three topics will be completed:
4. Economic activity and energy
5. Ecosystems and rural environments
6. Urban environments

• Section C – Global issues
One of the three topics will be completed:
7. Fragile environments
8. Globalisation and migration
9. Development and human welfare
Overview of assessment
• The assessment of this qualification is through two examinations (1 hr 45mins and 1 hr
15mins ) set and marked by Edexcel.
• There is NO assessed coursework as part of this syllabus, nor is there any controlled
assessment.
• There is a compulsory 4-day residential field course in Dorset, which gives an exciting
opportunity to explore real geographical issues and learn some important data collection
and analytical techniques. In addition, there will be a day visit to locations within
Birmingham. Fieldwork experiences will be assessed within the written examinations.

Background
Geography is concerned with the real world - past, present and future. Geographers employ
a variety of skills in their studies – such as literacy, numeracy and graphicacy - and aim to
discuss their subject matter in an articulate way. Geographers are analytical in their
approach: problem-solving in an integral part of geographical study involving identification of
key issues, data collection, information retrieval, data presentation, analysis, synthesis and
evaluation.
A geographical education develops knowledge, and skills useful in careers such as:
Administration
Accountancy
Armed Services
Business Analysis
Cartography and Surveying
Computing
Dentistry
Education
Engineering
Environmental Management
Financial Services
ICT Industries
Law

Law
Leisure and recreation work
Management Consultancy
Marketing
Medicine
Planning
Personnel
Publishing
Research
Retail Management
Research
Transport

At Advanced Level the breadth of skills and content of Geography will allow you to study it
as part of any subject combination (along with sciences, maths, arts, or humanities).

HISTORY
Syllabus – Edexcel International GCSE (IGCSE) in History (4HI1)
Aims– to enable students to:
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

acquire knowledge and understanding of important periods and aspects of the past;
explore the significance of historical events, people, changes and issues;
use historical sources critically, in context, to reach reasoned conclusions;
organise and communicate their knowledge and understanding of the past;
draw conclusions and make historical judgments;
gain an appreciation of key historical developments during the twentieth century;
develop an enhanced framework for understanding the twenty-first century world;
build upon the knowledge, skills and enjoyment of History developed in the previous
three years.

§ Paper 1: Thematic Depth Studies(Two topics are studied for this paper)
• Development of Dictatorship: Germany, 1918-45
- The Establishment of the Weimar Republic and its early problems
- The Recovery of Germany, 1924-29
- The Rise of Hitler and the Nazis
- Life in Nazi Germany
- The Impact of the Second World War on Germany
• A World Divided: Superpower Relations, 1945-72
- Reasons for the Cold War
- Early Developments in the Cold War, 1945-49
- The Cold War in the 1950s
- The Berlin Crisis of 1961
- The Cuban Missile Crisis
- The Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia – its causes, events
and impact, including the Brezhnev Doctrine

- The Thaw and moves towards Détente,1963–72
§ Paper 2: Historical Investigation and Study in Change (Two topics)
•

The USA, 1918–41

- The economic benefits of the First World War: the boom
- The leisure industry, cinema, jazz, dancing, sport, radio, advertising
and motoring.
- The changing position of women, including the flappers.
- Increased social tensions in the 1920s Attitudes and policies
towards immigration. Attitudes towards black Americans. The Ku
Klux Klan.
- Prohibition and the gangsters.
- The USA in Depression, 1929–33
- Roosevelt and the New Deal, 1933–41

And either:
• Conflict, Crisis and Change: China, c.1911-c.1989
- China, 1911-34
- The Triumph of Mao and the CCP, 1934-49
- Change under Mao, 1949-63
- The Impact of the Cultural Revolution
- China after Mao, 1969-89
Assessment

This course is assessed by two examinations of 1 hour 30 minutes each taken in the
summer of the Upper Fifth year. Each of the above examination papers is equally weighted,
as is each of the four topics studied.
There is no coursework or controlled assessment.
Background
At this level we approach twentieth-century History from a global perspective, and girls
electing to study the subject will gain a broad knowledge of the modern world and the
influences upon it. Overall, this course is designed to aid girls’ abilities to interpret elements
of the past that both have shaped and continue to influence the twenty-first century world
that they will inhabit.
Most girls continue to study History at this level because of the relevance of the course, and
of the concepts and themes it introduces, to the world in which we live, while also enjoying
the challenges and skills of the discipline of History. The IGCSE course is excellent
preparation for further study of the subject at A-Level as well as a qualification in its own
right which is highly valued by employers and universities for the transferable skills it teaches
and the knowledge and understanding of the world which the students acquire.

MATHEMATICS
We follow Edexcel Examination Board International GCSE (4MAO) administered by
Pearson. Details of the specification can be found on the internet at
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcsesand-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-mathematics-a-2016.html.
The aims of the course are to explore mathematics through practical tasks, to work on
problems which pose a challenge and to encounter and consider different lines of
mathematical argument.
The content of the course can be separated into four parts in which candidates are expected
to demonstrate their ability to
Number
. use numerical skills in a purely mathematical way and in real life situations
Algebra
. use letters as equivalent to numbers and as variables
. understand the distinction between expressions, equations and formulae
. use algebra to set up and solve problems
. demonstrate manipulative skills
. construct and use graphs
Geometry
. use properties of angles
. understand a range of transformations
. work within the metric system
. understand ideas of space and shape
. use ruler, compasses and protractor appropriately
Statistics
. understand basic ideas of statistical averages
. use a range of statistical techniques
. use basic ideas of probability.
Calculators and computer software will be used where appropriate throughout the course,
but mental calculation and estimation will be encouraged.
Each candidate needs a full set of mathematical equipment, i.e. a ruler, pair of compasses,
protractor and their own scientific calculator.
The IGCSE is examined through two examination papers each lasting 2 hours. The course
has no coursework component. All girls will work towards the Higher Tier examination.
In addition the girls are offered the opportunity to work towards the Free Standing
Mathematics Qualification in Additional Mathematics (6993), offered by OCR. This course is
intended as a bridge between GCSE and A Level Mathematics. Details of the specification
can be found at

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/76669-specification.pdf

MODERN LANGUAGES
GENERAL INFORMATION
Aims
• to develop the ability to use the foreign language effectively for purposes of oral and
written communications
• to offer insights into the culture and civilisation of European countries
• to encourage positive attitudes to foreign language learning and to speakers of foreign
languages and a sympathetic approach to other cultures and civilisations
• to develop an awareness of the nature of language and language learning
• to provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation
• to provide a sound basis for study at a higher level

MODERN LANGUAGES
FRENCH
Syllabus - AQA Code No. 8658
Content
French is taught through a range of topics relevant to everyday life.
Our aim is to enable students to develop their French language skills (listening, reading
speaking and writing) to their full potential, equipping them with the knowledge to
communicate with confidence in a variety of contexts such as:
• Identity and culture
Ø Me, my family and friends
Ø Technology in everyday life
Ø Free-time activities
Ø Customs and festivals in French-speaking countries/communities
• Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Ø Home, town, neighbourhood and region
Ø Social issues
Ø Global issues
Ø Travel and tourism
• Current and future study and employment
Ø My studies
Ø Life at school/college
Ø Education post-16
Ø Jobs, career choices and ambitions
Assessment
Listening
(45 minutes)
25%
Reading
(60 minutes)
25%
Students' comprehension will be tested by a range of questions in English and in French.
Students will be expected to understand material on a wide range of issues. There will also
be a translation from French into English. For the listening comprehension each item will be
heard twice.
Speaking
(10-12 minutes + preparation time)
Ø Role-play (2 minutes)
Ø Photo card (3 minutes)
Ø Conversation (5-7 minutes)

25%

Writing
(1 hour 15 minutes)
25%
Ø Structured writing task (student responds to five compulsory bullet points)
Ø Open-ended writing task (student responds to four compulsory bullet points)
Ø Translation from English into French
Access to dictionaries is not permitted.

MODERN LANGUAGES
GERMAN
Syllabus – AQA (Full Course), Code No. 8668
Aims
• To communicate in German, with confidence and enjoyment, on a range of topics.
• To understand and appreciate the culture of countries in Europe and further afield,
where German is spoken.
• To develop skills and understanding which will provide a basis for further language
learning, not only in German, but also in other new languages.
Content and Assessment
• Students will study various topics from the following thematic areas:
Theme 1: Identity and Culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
Assessment: All four skills of Reading, Listening, Speaking and Writing will be tested
in the final examination. Each skill is worth 25% of the final GCSE mark.
Why Study German?
• With 120 million native speakers, German is Europe’s most widely spoken mother
tongue.
• Studying German will put you ahead of the competition: there is a huge shortage of
German speakers in the UK and choosing German at GCSE will help you with
university and future job applications. Studying German is an investment in your
future.
• Germany is the UK’s largest non-English speaking trading partner.
• There are many opportunities for study and work experience in German-speaking
countries. Not many British young people have the German language skills required
to take up the generous funding and scholarships available for these.
• The internet is filled with German: with 8 million internet sites using ‘.de’ as their
domain, German is second only to ‘.com’ in terms of the number of internet pages.
• The opportunity for trips and exchanges: the German department runs frequent trips
to Germany so that pupils can practise their language skills in authentic situations.
There are also penpal programmes so that pupils can make new friends and practise
their writing skills at the same time.
• The opportunity to explore Germany’s rich heritage: the richness of German
literature, music and culture is unparalleled, making learning German at GCSE much
more than just learning a language.
• Learning German is fun and you will find that similarities between German and
English and even between German and Latin will help you to make quick progress.

MODERN LANGUAGES
ITALIAN
Syllabus – Edexcel GCSE Italian 1 INO
Aims
• Develop understanding of the spoken and written forms of Italian in a variety of
contexts
• Develop the ability to communicate effectively in Italian, through both the spoken and
written word, using a range of vocabulary and structures
• Develop knowledge and understanding of the Italian grammar, and the ability to apply
it
• Develop knowledge and understanding of Italian cultures
• To make language learning an enjoyable and intellectually stimulating experience
Content
The syllabus introduces a range of topics relevant to everyday life. Within these topics, you
will learn to express yourself in Italian and to understand others. You will learn about life and
customs in Italian speaking countries. The five main themes are:
•
•
•
•
•

identity and Culture
local area, holiday and travel
school
future aspirations, study and work
international and global dimensions

Background information
Italian-a language for everybody. Italian is very closely related to Latin and has many
similarities to English as well as French and Spanish. Also, Italian is a phonetic language.
Follow simple rules and you will be able to pronounce what is written from day one.
Italian is also spoken in Switzerland, parts of Africa, the Balkans, and the island of Malta.
Italy is one of the top five economies in the world. A knowledge of Italian is important for
people in the arts, technology, business and many professions. It is also useful for students
planning careers in art, history, music, linguistics, education and international relations.
Finally by studying Italian you can learn some surprising things about your own
culture.

MODERN LANGUAGES
SPANISH
Syllabus – New AQA GCSE Spanish 8698 Full course
Aims
• To understand and respond, in speech and writing, to spoken and written Spanish.
• To learn about the culture and everyday life in Spain, Latin American and other
Spanish speaking communities.
• To make language learning an enjoyable and intellectually stimulating experience
1. What is new?
It will be a linear course with assessments at the end of the course. There will be a new
grading structure from 1-9; where 1 is the equivalent to A* and 9 will be equivalent to G.
2. Content
The syllabus introduces a range of topics relevant to every day life. You will learn
language skills in a variety of contexts and learn to express yourself in Spanish. You will
be expected to understand and provide information and opinions on the three themes
studied.
Theme 1 – Identity and culture
Theme 2 – Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3 – Current and future study and employment
A useful and an important language
Spanish is the second most internationally spoken language in the world. It is spoken by
430 million people worldwide and growing at a million a year in the USA. It is one of the five
official languages at the United Nations.
The emergence of the global economy means that there are more opportunities to use the
language and more economic incentives. Spain is one of the UK’s major trading partners
and it is the country most visited by UK tourists. The value of trade between the UK and
Spanish-speaking Latin America is growing rapidly.
Trading with China and India has increased considerably in Latin America in recent years.
The region has become the regular source of imports of crude oil, edible oil, minerals, timber
and other products which India and China need to sustain their high growth.
Spanish is already a very important language in the business world. The US have more
Spanish speakers from Spain.

MUSIC
Syllabus - Edexcel
Content
The format of the course in Music continues to build on the work in Listening and
Appraising, Composing and Performing that is done in years 7 to 9.
Assessment
During the two years of the course you will:
•

prepare the Performance of two pieces of music - one solo and one ensemble.
These performances are recorded after thorough rehearsal.
**A standard roughly equivalent to Grade 5 will achieve the highest grade.**

•

compose two pieces of music, each lasting about three minutes. This is coursework
which is marked in school in ‘Controlled’ Time and sent on for external moderation.

•

prepare for a Listening & Appraising examination, based on 8 set works which
provide pupils with a focus for their learning. The Listening test is a formal
examination with recorded extracts, based on the set works.

2 Performances
30%

2
Compositions
Examination

30%

Listening
&
Appraising
Examination

40%

Background
It is advisable to have studied some music theory alongside your instrumental lessons
before this course, because this will assist your understanding in all aspects of the
examination. We shall nevertheless cover in class some of the relevant theory and musical
technical vocabulary (such as tonic, dominant, cadences, intervals, ornaments etc.)
required.
We shall learn some of the following to help you organise your compositions and maximise
your marks:
•
•
•
•
•
•

how to extend melodic ideas
how to harmonise a melody by adding chords
how to write a successful accompaniment
how to set words to music
how to structure pieces
how to compose pieces to fit a given brief

This is an ideal option for you if you play an instrument or sing, and either are at / will be at,
a Grade 5 standard by the Upper Fifth (so you are at Grade 3 or 4 now). You can easily use
exam pieces in the performing component, so why not get credit for them a second time?

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Specification – AQA (A)
This new specification requires all students to study two faiths as well as four different
Ethical and Philosophical issues. The two religions that will be studied are the key beliefs,
teachings and practices of Christianity and Islam. The Ethical issues include the
investigation of the ethics of animal experimentation, abortion and euthanasia; whereas the
Philosophy paper involves an exploration of different arguments such as whether it is
possible to prove God exists and how believers may explain the presence of suffering.
The emphasis throughout the course is the development of key skills such as evaluation,
synthesis and application as well as the development of knowledge and understanding.
Furthermore, it is a qualification that supports other subject choices and which is valued by
all universities as well as providing an excellent grounding for various career paths.
Assessment
There is no coursework or controlled assessments at GCSE level. Instead, students will sit
two terminal examinations, each of 1 hour 45 minutes in duration. One paper will focus on
the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Islam, and the second on the four
Ethical and Philosophical issues studied.
Assessment objectives are split 50/50 and are awarded for (1) knowledge and
understanding (2) the ability to evaluate, analyse and discuss the contemporary relevance of
issues arising.
Background
Universities and major employers recognise Religious Studies as a challenging, academic
subject which offers an insight into world views, values, and the human desire to search for
meaning. Religious Studies is also a ‘People Subject’ and employers value skills of empathy
and a willingness to engage with a wide variety of world news. Candidates with both GCSE
and A level Religious Studies have recently accessed places at ‘top flight’ universities to
read subjects as varied as Theology, Philosophy, English, History, Psychology, Law,
Classics, Pharmacy, Dentistry and Medicine.
The analytical and evaluative skills required at both GCSE and A level make this an
excellent subject for those pursuing diverse courses such as Law, Philosophy and the Arts.
The skills within the GCSE course also provide excellent support for those wishing to study
English Literature at both Advanced and University level. For those considering A Religious
Studies, the GCSE programme is an excellent springboard into A level study. Equally, many
students studying Sciences at A-level also study Religious Studies with many of them going
on to read Medicine or related subjects. All universities recognise the worth and academic
rigour of Religious Studies. The Department has a stunning record of success at both
GCSE and Advanced level.
This course tests knowledge, understanding, evaluation and analytical skills not an individual
girl’s faith-stance; girls of all faiths or none have studied and continue to study this subject –
all are welcome and all have thrived. Work is carefully paced and structured so that no girl
should feel overburdened by this GCSE course, but should, instead, feel challenged and
stimulated.

SCIENCE
BIOLOGY
Biology GCSE
This science, dealing with living systems, enables students to appreciate and evaluate major
developments occurring in the real world from a position of knowledge. Topics ranging from
stem cell research and genetic engineering, to the greenhouse effect and global warming
profit by examination from a biological perspective. Biotechnology advances from vaccines
to novel foodstuffs are having a profound effect on our lives. The Society of Biology states
‘‘Many of the problems facing the world in the future, such as food supply, drug development
and infectious disease, will be solved by Biologists”. The twenty first century will need an
informed general public as well as specialists. This science is an essential basis for
Medicine, Veterinary Science, Psychology, Dentistry and a whole range of Biological
Sciences from Biochemistry and Molecular Biology to Environmental Science and
Agriculture.
The AQA GCSE specification in biology enables students to:
•

develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding of biology

•

develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of biology through
different types of scientific enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about
the world around them.

•

develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and problemsolving skills, both in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning environments.

•

develop their ability to evaluate claims based on biology through critical analysis of the
methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively.

This specification contains a broad range of biological topics that are designed to engage
and stimulate students’ interest in biology whilst providing the knowledge and understanding
required for progression to A level qualifications. The specification emphasises practical
work in order to support and consolidate scientific concepts, develop investigative skills and
allow students to gain confidence in handling equipment.
Subject content
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Cell biology
Organisation
Infection and response
Bioenergetics
Homeostasis and response
Inheritance, variation and evolution
Ecology

Assessment is linear, with students taking two 1 hour 45 minutes written papers, each worth
50% of the GCSE. There is no controlled assessment, AQA specify eight ‘required
practicals’: knowledge of these will be assessed by questions in the written examinations.
Topics 1 – 4 are assessed on Paper 1
Topics 5 – 7 are assessed on Paper 2
Assessment is by a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open
response questions on both papers.

SCIENCE
CHEMISTRY
Specification – AQA GCSE Chemistry
Aims
•
•
•
•
•
•

To stimulate curiosity, interest and enjoyment in Chemistry.
To acquire knowledge of Chemistry its principles and vocabulary.
To enable students to understand and use scientific method, with safety being a major
consideration.
To enable students to see Chemistry in the context of a wider body of knowledge and
skills.
To develop wider scientific understanding and for students to be able to support their
views with reasoned arguments.
To look at the implications of Chemistry on environmental, technological, economic,
ethical and social issues.

Content – The main sections in the specification are given below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Atomic Structure and the Periodic table
Bonding, structure and the properties of matter
Quantitative chemistry
Chemical changes
Energy changes
The rate and extent of chemical change
Organic chemistry
Chemistry analysis
Chemistry of the atmosphere
Using resources

Assessment
Written assessment will take place at the end of Year 11 and consists of two papers each
1 hr 45 minutes in duration
Background
There is hardly an area of our lives that is not touched by Chemistry: food; pharmaceuticals;
materials; the environment; and much more. Life is what it is due to atoms and molecules
and chemistry explains much of this and more. In a technologically advancing world
Chemistry is a necessity for a future scientifically literate society.
Chemistry is essential for careers in medicine, veterinary science, dentistry, pharmacy,
forensic science, materials sciences and food sciences.

SCIENCE
PHYSICS
Syllabus – This is the International Edexel GCSE Physics Specification. We have chosen
this course as it is less prescriptive than the other specifications so we are able to enrich the
content using a wide range of resources and learning experiences. The GCSE course is
started in the Upper Fourth and the examination is sat at the end of the Upper Fifth.
Aims
GCSE Physics aims to give students opportunities to:
-

develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, Physics;
develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods;
acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how science works and
its essential role in society;
acquire scientific skills, knowledge and understanding necessary for progression
to further learning

Teaching Areas
Area 1 Forces and Motion
- Movement and position
- Forces, movement, shape and momentum
Area 2 Electricity
- Mains electricity
- Energy and potential difference in circuits
- Electrical charge
Area 3 Waves
- Properties of waves
- The electromagnetic spectrum
- Light and sound
Area 4 Energy resources and Energy transfer
- Energy transfer
- Work and power
- Energy resources and electricity generation
Area 5 Solids, liquids and gases
- Density and pressure
- Change of state
- Ideal gas molecules
Area 6 Magnetism and electromagnetism
- Magnetism
- Electromagnetism
- Electromagnetic induction
Area 7 Radioactivity and particles
- Radioactivity
- Particles
- Fission and fusion
Area 8 Astrophysics
Motion in universe
Stellar evolution

-

Cosmology

Assessment
Paper 1 Examination Paper Two hours
Weighting 66.6%
A written paper that tests the knowledge, the understanding of the theory and the
investigative skills developed during the course
Paper 2 Examination Paper One hour 15 minutes
Weighting 33.3%
A written paper that tests the knowledge, the understanding of the theory and the
investigative skills developed during the course.
There is no coursework component
Background
Physics is an exciting and fascinating subject. It provides explanations for almost all that is
around us in the world, and in the worlds beyond. It helps us to an understanding of every
aspect of our lives from the tiniest parts of the matter of which we are made, to the great
clusters of galaxies. It is fascinating too in terms of the time scales that it encompasses, from
the minute to the immense, and its ability to predict some future events as well as to explain
something of the origins of the Universe. The fundamental ideas of physics – matter, force
and energy – are the basis of all other sciences and most of our modern technologies.
Through appropriate applications of physics and the technologies that it underpins, we
should be able to create better conditions of life for all. Although you may not yet realise it
physics affects every aspect of our lives – work, travel, communications, our environment,
health care, hobbies, recreation etc. Physics is important for a range of careers in industry
and commerce, transport, health and medicine, leisure, communications, energy, the
environment and space.

PDM (Personal Decision Making)
This course continues throughout the L5 and U5.
The L5 programme includes:
• Mental health
• Values and choices in relationships
• ‘Money Matters’ (a course covering aspects of personal finance and the business
world)
• Female health (this includes talks delivered by health experts on contraception,
sexual health and breast awareness)
• Autism
• Deaf awareness
• .b course (a 4 week course of mindfulness based cognitive therapy)
The U5 programme includes:
• HIV education and awareness
• UK Law and Parliament
• Drugs education (looking at issues raised by the film of the novel ‘Junk’)
• Yoga for relaxation
• Alcohol awareness and Basic First Aid
• Amnesty International
• Samaritans
• Road Safety
• Female Genital Mutilation
• Internet Safety (looking at issues raised by the film ‘Cyberbully’)

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
General Curriculum
The aim of the Physical Education curriculum in the Lower and Upper Fifth years is to give
the pupils an opportunity to experience a range of skills and techniques appropriate for
different sports. This includes Basketball, use of the fitness suite, Volleyball, Indoor Rowing,
Badminton, Lifesaving, Leadership skills, Rounders, Tennis and Softball.
Through delivering a variety of sports, pupils are able to work with their peers and
experience various roles within a sporting context from coach to official.

Lower Fifth Enrichment Courses
In addition to their GCSE courses, all girls will follow an enrichment programme in the Lower
Fifth.
Girls should choose one of the following options:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Computer Programming
Engineering
Food Studies
Junior Sports Leader
Thinking, Reasoning and Knowledge
Level 2 (Higher) Project Qualification

Girl can also opt to undertake a Level 2 (Higher) Project Qualification in their own time
providing them with the opportunity to undertake one of the other enrichment options listed
above.
Please could all girls indicate their first choice enrichment option as well as providing a
second back-up choice.
Computer Programming
‘Everybody should learn how to program because it teaches you how to think.’ Steve Jobs
Increasingly, our lives are dominated by interaction with technology, yet few of us
understand how computers work. In this course, you will learn how to program computers
using a variety of different languages, and for a variety of different purposes. Beginning with
the fundamentals of computer programming, the course will provide the skills and knowledge
needed to develop a range of games and apps, build and control robots and design highquality websites. Computer programming is predicted to be one of the fastest-growing and
highest-paying sectors over the next decade, with those qualifying in the subject earning the
highest entry-level salary of any graduate job. This course will offer an engaging introduction
to this vitally important 21st century skill.
Engineering
Engineers make things, they make things work and they make things work better. Engineers
use their creativity to design solutions to the world’s problems. Engineers help build the
future. In the Engineering option in the Lower Fifth you will have the chance to design and
produce a solution to a problem of your own choice while working towards a Silver CREST
award.
Food Studies
The course aims to build confidence in handling food and applying skills and knowledge
acquired in a practical way. We emphasise trying out new ideas and having fun whilst
learning creatively.
The first part of the course covers many practical skills and techniques – from pastry making
to stir-fry, pasta sauces to marzipan modelling – and much in between! There is occasional
background experimental work but this is always based around practical cookery.
Nutritional knowledge is built on so that students can take a realistic approach to feeding
yourself and others. Topical issues such as healthy eating information / food allergies / food
labelling etc, will be considered and, again, a practical approach can be taken so that

students can tackle an apparent challenge confidently. There should also be the opportunity
to explore cookery from other countries.
We try to include food-themed visits, for example the Three Counties Show, where we can
see the whole food journey from farm to plate. Our own KEHS version of Ready Steady
Cook is always enjoyable.
Costing ingredients, wise shopping choices and the ability to adapt a basic recipe to suit
circumstances are on-going factors in the course. Safety, hygiene and the widest use of
kitchen equipment, for example,, food processors, microwave ovens, blenders, as well as
more basic tools, are encouraged.
Throughout the course, practical work will be undertaken most weeks.
Junior Sports Leader Award
This is a practical based course which leads to an OCR recognised qualification. The aim of
the course is to develop individual leadership skills and does not necessarily require the
candidates to be good at sport.
The course gives the pupils an opportunity to develop organisational and communication
skills as well as examining health and fitness, fair play and the role of the umpire. Pupils
also have to put this knowledge into practice through a series of practical sessions. The
course is completed once the candidates have led a group of children from the Thirds or
local primary school and all units have been understood. Once the pupils have been
moderated, a certificate of qualification is awarded.
Level 2 (Higher) Project Qualification
The Level 2 Project is an opportunity for girls to do some independent work on a topic of
interest to them. This involves them choosing a title, researching it independently, writing up
their findings and presenting it to their peers and teachers, whilst keeping a record of their
planning, decisions and research. It is an excellent preparation for further study as girls
have to manage their own time, learn how to research effectively and motivate themselves.
They are allocated a member of staff who will discuss their ideas with them (as well as
attending their presentation and marking the project), but the project is always very much
under the control of the girl doing it.
Thinking, Reasoning and Knowledge
This course has been designed in the belief that self-knowledge is the key to empower girls
at KEHS to fulfil the tremendous potential they bring to their experiences in all aspects of
school life. As such, students will be encouraged to challenge what they already know in an
effort to broaden their questioning skills in an effort to understand the differences between
knowledge and information; belief and opinion; value and fact.
Aims and Objectives
The main aim is to enable students to think for themselves; to create an infinite flexibility of
mind as a way of adapting to the greater technological and academic pressures in a rapidly
globalised environment. To facilitate this aim, the course presents a five step process to a
greater suppleness of the brain.
1. To engage students in self-reflection about themselves as knowers and thinkers
2. To open students’ thinking to different beliefs and values
3. To explore the relationship between academic work in school and life skills needed in
the world outside
4. To engage students in discussion about meaningful and contemporary topics
5. To encourage students to take intellectual risks as a way of building self-confidence

The Course
The classroom experience will involve:
• thought experiments and role plays
• moral dilemmas and knowledge games
• exploring books and articles
• informal presentations and formal lectures
• class debates/discussions
The emphasis will be on exploring ideas through ‘play’ in an environment which liberates
students from any fear of failure and also encourages them to expand their intellectual
boundaries safely and creatively.

Option Choices
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