
Theatre Studies
Examination board – Edexcel

Creativity: It's been maligned, neglected, and 
misunderstood – how many times have you 
heard art, music or drama being called ‘soft 
subjects.’ Interestingly English was called a soft 
subject not long ago. 

It's partly because people associate creativity 
with being totally free and unstructured. But 
what we really have to get hold of is the idea 
that you can't be creative if you don't do
something.  GCSE will have already taught you 
how productive you have to be to produce 
something of any worth – compare your model 
books to notes taken in other subjects: my 
estimation is that you will be producing far 
more original work in drama than the other 
subjects.

Creativity is the crucial 21st century skill we'll 
need to solve today's pressing problems. 
Everyone you are competing with for a place at 
university or in your dream job will all have an 
impressive clutch of GCSEs and A level. How are 
you going to set yourself apart? How are you 
going to stand out? GAIN SKILLS THEY DON’T 
HAVE!

Theatre studies gives you the opportunity to 
work with others, to collaborate, to 
compromise, to listen, to lead, to follow your 
peers – tell me a job that won’t require these 
skills.

The challenges we currently face are without 
precedent. More people live on this planet now 
than at any other time in history. The world's 
population has doubled in the past 30 years. 
We're facing an increasing strain on the world's 
natural resources. Technology is advancing at a 
headlong rate of speed. It's transforming how 
people work, think, and connect. It's 
transforming our cultural values.

Everything is changing all the time. This is really 
new, and we're going to need every ounce of 

ingenuity, imagination, and creativity to 
confront these problems.

Fortune 500 companies, are always saying, "We 
need people who can be innovative, who can 
think differently. All these things demand high 
levels of innovation, creativity, and ingenuity.” 
Theatre Studies offers exactly that. 

Edexcel A Level Content: First Year

The Devised Project

∑ Devise an original performance piece using 
one key extract from a performance text 
and a theatre practitioner as stimuli.

∑ Centre choice of text and practitioner.
∑ Performer or designer routes available.
∑ 3000 word portfolio charting your creative 

process

The Set Text

∑ Equus by Peter Shaffer
∑ You will study this text as a performer and 

a designer and explore ways in which you 
would present it practically.

Evaluating Live Theatre

∑ You will learn how to read live theatre. This 
will be supported by an extensive theatre 
trips programme. 

Edexcel A Level Content: Second 
Year

The Practical Performance

∑ A group performance/design realisation of 
one key extract from a performance text.

∑ A monologue or duologue 
performance/design realisation from one 
key extract from a different performance 
text.



∑ Centre choice of performance texts.

The Written Exam

∑ Live theatre evaluation – choice of 
performance.

∑ Practical exploration and study of a 
complete performance text – focusing on 
how this can be realised for performance. 
(Equus)

∑ Practical exploration and interpretation of 
another complete performance text 
(Lysistrata by Aristophanes) , in light of a 
chosen theatre practitioner – focusing on 
how this text could be reimagined for a 
contemporary audience.

Assessment 

The Devised Project (Year 1)

∑ Internally assessed and externally 
moderated.

∑ 40% of the qualification
∑ 80 marks

The Practical Performance (Year 2)

∑ Externally Assessed by a visiting examiner
∑ 20% of the qualification
∑ 60 marks

The Written Paper (Year 2)

∑ 2 hours 30 minutes
∑ 40% of the qualification
∑ 80 marks

GCSE Entry Requirements
We would like students to have achieved grade 
7 – 9 at GCSE. It would be beneficial to have 
achieved a grade 6 in GCSE English. 


