Miss Evans’ Address

Good afternoon and welcome to the girls, parents, staff, friends of the school, our governors, David Holmes our Chair of Governors and this year’s  bailiff to the King Edward Foundation, Professor Toby Norris who is going to speak to us and present awards and certificates.

We all had a hugely busy year last year, not least of course the girls who are sitting here.  Their lovely GCSE results have ensured they have more than jumped the first formal hurdle of their education and with 87% A and A*s the girls have put themselves among the elite academically of this country.  Their contemporaries in the U6 did equally well and we were able to send them off to university with some excellent A Level grades and AQA Bacc results.  They achieved 95% A and B grades and 22 out of 24 achieved a distinction in the AQA Bacc.

Around this core life of the school, all sorts of other special events took place last year as part of our 125 anniversary celebrations and the launch of our 125 Bursary Appeal.  Anyone of the events could take all afternoon to describe and to thank the many, many people involved, so instead I shall give you a this year’s  bailiff to the King Edward Foundation, Professor Toby Norris who is going to speak to us and present awards and certificates.

 The Old Edwardians Exhibition had started us off with a fascinating display of memorabilia of all sorts from the 125 years. 

 We celebrated at St Philips Cathedral, reflecting on the role of the school in the social history of Birmingham and in the education of young women. 

 We ran a 125 composers’ competition with pieces being subsequently performed at two of our concerts. 

 We held an exhibition of nine Old Edwardian artists that drew visitors from all quarters and raised significant money for our newly launched 125 Bursary Appeal thanks to the generosity of Old Edwardian Emily Porter Salmon. 

 The concert at Symphony Hall starring Jinah Shin playing the Grieg Piano Concerto and Alice Halstead, the Radio 2 Chorister of the Year, showcased the 125 specially commissioned band piece by composer, Stuart Johnson, with programme notes by Nigel Argust on the history of music at KEHS over the years.  Much acclaimed Old Edwardian actress Lindsay Duncan joined us for the evening, reminding us that KEHS doesn’t only produce great musicians, and she gave the assembled audience at Symphony Hall a stirring account of why she felt the 125 Appeal was so important. 

 We published a revised history of the school and held a book launch to celebrate not only the book but the fact that profits would be going to the 125 Appeal.  

The Appeal received a tremendous boost from the dinner we held in June with guest speaker, Lord Digby Jones.  We were most grateful to all the families, teachers, friends of the school who joined us, to those who most generously offered an incredibly range of things for the auction and to Rory Daly for running the fantastically successful auction.

The 1883 day allowed us to find our Victorian inner as well as outer selves and girls learnt a little of what it might have been like to go to school in the nineteenth century.  Our catering department produced a wonderfully authentic school lunch and the PA Committee added a Victorian Tea.

  A specially commissioned painting was unveiled at a truly wonderful evening that combined the first sight of the painting, now on view in the corridor going to the dining hall, with our 125 exhibition where everyone associated with KEHS was invited to think creatively about their vision of the school and produce an artefact. 

 Then finally we had a 125 birthday cake made for us by Emma Harrison for the last day of term when the girls who were present for this momentous year also received a school broach.

Out of this whirl of activity, I think all of us gained a deepened sense of the school community, not just the bringing to the fore our past but also giving us a chance to reflect on the community we are today.  The 125 Exhibition which was a huge concept, perhaps did this most movingly for me and I do hope that when you come for tea today in the Dining Hall, you will have a chance to have a look at some of the static remainders of this exhibition.  You will see there, the contributions from so many people in our wider community.  The cross stitch of an Old Edwardian spelling out ‘Truth shall deliver’ of which we shall hear more this afternoon; graphic pieces by one of our parents Denis Ramplin, my favourite perhaps being one he did around First Class stamps; individual pieces by girls at the very top of the school and the youngest – a lovely mixed media piece by a third around the idea of a globe using shells, sequins, rice and glass and the words, ‘KEHS - The world at your feet’;  a collage by the Davies family - Sue Davies works with us, Amy is now an Old Ed and Lily is still with us, putting together so many family as well as school memories.  One of our lively middle school forms presented a photo, St Trinian’s style’ with the caption ‘Expect Disruption’ and a title ‘School can be a Riot.’  One I find particularly moving is by our Head of Physics and Astronomy that includes these words that sum up so much of what we feel about KEHS 

‘Each star blazes its own trail

But all are unique in their own way

Some may be brighter

Others more colourful

But each is loved and treasured.’

And as if the 125 Year wasn’t enough, all the round of school events also continued – endless community, charity events, the senior production ‘Great Expectation’, the junior play ‘The Train now leaving Platform 4’, lunchtime recitals, creative writing evenings, Living History events, the dance production, sports triumphs, a photographic exhibition, trips galore including a sports trip to New Zealand, World Challenge Expeditions to East Africa and Croatia, local trips, Geography field trips, Cleobury Mortimer adventure days, special days such as Girls Go Green to raise our environmental awareness.

I am tremendously grateful to Alison Warne and Susan Pallister for masterminding the whole year and to all my colleagues for the tremendous amount of work involved in one event after another, on top of their day job of enthusing our young people, facilitating them achieving some of the best exam results in the country.  We believe strongly at KEHS that what makes for good education is the teachers, teachers who combine intelligence and real knowledge of their subject with an empathy for young women – not just clever and well informed people themselves but people who actually love children.  It is this, far more than any particular subject or examination or mode of examining, that makes for a wonderful school.  It is marvellous given all this busy, busy working life that teachers stay here, but it is statement of their huge commitment that they do.  Last year we had very few colleagues leaving us.  Roger Swann had come to cover Fiona Hall’s maternity leave and he was a wonderful, sparky, temporary addition to the Physics Department but we knew he would leave us.  Jessica Rance is a much-missed departee too.  She has gone to take up a Head of Geography role and while we do think that the training of young teachers to become the educational leaders of the next generation is an important aspect of a school of this quality, we are always very sorry to see them go.  On our administrative side Alison Wagstaff had acted as our staff secretary for eighteen months and has now gone along the drive to work at the Foundation Office but as she has been back helping at various times, we don’t really feel she has left us.  We have welcomed this term Catherine Harvey while Beth Ashfield is on maternity leave and Sue May has joined the R.S. department.

So back to the girls sitting in front of us for whom this occasion is to celebrate.  We are already delighted with the way the Lower Sixth are getting to grips with what being at the top end of the school is all about.    What we see in the Sixth Form is a culmination of schooling and all being well the butterfly emerging out of the chrysalis that is childhood.  So much of what happens to children is done to them.  At first they accept that is how the world is, but growing up is about questioning and saying this is not how they want things done to them.  By the Sixth Form girls are moving on to the next stage, from the ‘I don’t like this - I don’t want it like this’, to starting to take control and responsibility.  ‘What can I do to bring about the changes I want to see?’  Our Sixth Formers are engaging in this – they are running societies, engaging with younger girls in new ways, being active in our School Council. Rather than grumbling and blaming, they are starting to find their own ways to a better future and learning how to communicate effectively with others to achieve this.

Someone whose has had communication at the front of his professional life is our Bailiff for this year Professor Toby Norris.  An electrical engineer by profession, after research work at Manchester Research Laboratories and Head of Electrical Engineering Research at CERL, it has been communicating between engineering and the rest of the world that has marked Professor Norris’ career.  He was head of the Policy Development Group, serving the then CEGB Chairman, Sir Walter Marshall.  He joined Aston University with a brief to work closely with the power industry.  He has been deeply involved with the Institution of Engineering and Technology working to get the engineering message out through his lectures, writing and promotion of communication between engineers and the wider public.

He knows KEHS as an ex-parent and is a very active governor, attending as many events as he possibly can and serving on a number of our sub committees. 

 I shall shortly ask him to present the awards and certificates but before I do, I want to thank all our governors for their support of the school and particularly mention two governors who have left the governing body.  Sally Grant, as a present parent as well as a governor, has been tremendously helpful particularly in the areas of marketing the school, with her wide range of contacts in the media.  She has promised me that she will continue to work with us and I know she will.

  Malcolm Stirling has been a governor for eighteen years. He was educated himself at KES and knows Birmingham and the Foundation through and through.  He has been an enormous support not just to me personally, but to the independent schools, understanding what is at the heart of our schools in a way that takes time and patience to fathom.  His particular expertise has been chairing the finance committees of the Foundation and it is due to his astute stewardship that we have been able to sustain an assisted places scheme after the government withdrew funds and have also been able to continue to develop our facilities.  It seems to me that many people in paid employment are nothing like as committed as Malcolm has been in a voluntary capacity.  The Foundation has benefited hugely from his willingness to give his expertise and time and the strong basis he has built up will continue to benefit us all for many years to come.  I think Malcolm is an example to all the girls here, in fact to all of us, of how you can change things not just when you are in a job but when you are not.  I am going to miss Malcolm hugely, I shall now have to focus my determination to roll out a feminist agenda solely on John Claughton, and I know the Independent Schools Governing Body, as well as the King Edwards’ Foundation as a whole, will be the poorer for the loss of Malcolm.  We hope he will continue to visit us often.

I now call upon Professor Norris to present our certificates and awards.
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