TRIPS AND VISITS POLICY 

PART 1: GENERAL INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

INTRODUCTION

At KEHS, we believe that learning outside the classroom is an essential component of our curriculum.  It gives our pupils unique opportunities to develop their resourcefulness and initiative and to spend time together in an informal environment.  Each trip is different.  Some are directly related to the curriculum, some are designed to promote social awareness, or to enhance physical skills, self-reliance and team-working.  Others will extend their knowledge of the world.  The common factor is that they all make an essential contribution to your daughter’s development and education in the broadest sense of the word.  

Our duty of care on educational trips and visits is the same as that provided during the school day.  Detailed arrangements are sent to parents and vary depending on the circumstances of a particular trip.  
OUR TRIPS AND VISITS

We regularly take girls on day trips, including to: historic sites, museums, galleries, natural features, places of government, places of worship and lectures, to support the curriculum in a wide variety of subjects.  We also invite a number of speakers, theatre groups, writers and other guests into school each year to enhance both curricular and extra-curricular learning and enrichment. There are also regular theatre trips for girls of all levels and our musicians perform in concert halls in Birmingham and beyond.  

Some girls from the U4 (Year 9) and above take part in language and cultural exchanges. Pupils are accommodated in the homes of host families, whose children make reciprocal visits when they are accommodated by the families of our pupils.  

We run residential trips from the Thirds (Year 7) upwards. At present all Thirds participate in a three day residential trip to the Pioneer Centre in Cleobury Mortimer, our L4 (Year 8) are offered a residential trip to Snowdonia, and our U4 a World Challenge trip to Morocco.  Girls in the L5 and above are offered World Challenge trips (including Bolivia, Borneo, Kenya and Tanzania and Mongolia); Sports Tours (including Barbados and New Zealand and Fiji) and subject linked trips (including to: Iceland, Egypt, Poland, Spain, New York, Lyon and Paris).  We also offer ski trips for beginners every other year. 

We have an active Duke of Edinburgh Award programme from the Lower Fifth (Year 10), involving a range of outdoor activities, services and skills.  Most pupils take their bronze award, and many of our Year 12 and 13 pupils pursue the more advanced silver and gold awards, which involve a residential project.

You can find more about the trips, visits and activities that are available to each year group from our web site (information is updated at least every half term), our prospectus, our termly newsletters to parents and the calendars which are issued at the beginning of each term to girls and their parents. 

INFORMATION ON PLANNED TRIPS AND ACTIVITIES

Your daughter’s school calendar lists the trips and visits that are due to take place over the coming term together with a list of planned home and away sports fixtures.  Planned trips and visits for the remainder of the year are also listed here as well as on the website. You will always be notified in advance:

· If your daughter has been selected for a sports team, and will be given a list of fixtures.  We very much welcome family and friends at all our matches, both home and away.

· If your daughter is going to be out of school during the school day in order to visit a local museum, theatre, nature reserve or historic site for example.  We will always seek your permission if the visit involves an extra charge, supplying a packed lunch or late return to school, or collection from another place, such as a theatre.

We send details of planned trips and activities well in advance to all parents of pupils of the relevant year group or cohort. Parents who opt for these trips are always invited into school for a full briefing before their daughter departs on a trip or visit that involves an overnight stay, either in the UK or overseas or on a day trip abroad, which is likely to involve a very early departure and a late return.

CONSENT

We require your specific, individual written consent if we are to take your daughter on a trip or visit that extends beyond the normal school day, involves an overnight stay, collection from a different venue, an overseas visit or extra cost to you.  Please note that we are unable to take your daughter without a completed and signed consent form, which includes details of where you may be contacted in an emergency.  This form will be sent to you well in advance and must reach the school at least 3 working days before the start of the trip.  
SAFETY

Safety is top priority for us.  We expect you to support the school in ensuring that your daughter follows the instructions given either by a member of staff, or by a qualified instructor, and uses the proper equipment.  We reserve the right to send any girl home early at their parents’ expense, if they decline to follow reasonable instructions given for their own safety, or do not follow School Procedure or Our Expectations of Pupils at KEHS.

Detailed guidance for staff taking trips is issued each year in the Staff Handbook and in the Trips and Visits Folder in the Staff Room, as well as on the staff shared area on the School Intranet.
