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Celebrating 125 years

Birmingham's
King Edward
VI High School
for Girls is
celebrating its 125th
anniversary this year
with several events. With
applications on the up,
Helen Kaut looks at what

makes the school so popular
with Birmingham's parents

HE KING Edward V1 High School
for Girls (KEHS} was founded in
1883 and is located in haston,
Birmingham, next o the King
Edwand's School for Boys.

EHS is built 10 sccommaodate

up o 550 girls, who are of “good
academic ability”, During this academic year, the
school has held o kot of events 10 celebrate the 1251h

amniversary. These included a conger in Symphony
Hall, an exhibition for the summer term, the lwnch of
the KEHS Bursary Appeal, and a book charting the
125-year history of the school,

Despale the cument coonomic chimoke, KEHS has
achlly seen an increase in applications: od iS5
applied ||||\ car, 343 sal the test and
apphied and the yeur hefore 293,

How does Sarah Evans, head of KEHS since 1996,
explun the school's populanty?

She told me: 1 think people vale education very
highly and sec it s spmething which is worth making
lots of sucrifices for. | think they soe this as being the
keadu -hool in the Midlands and they look at it 2= an
example of where the social diversity of the Midlands
coberes extremely harmoniously mnd that’s seen as o
great strength of the school™

Another reason is the high success rate in A levels
that the girls achieve at this independent school. In
2007, 100 per cent of all the pupils passed their A
levels and 90.5 per cent of them achicved grades A and
B. Over 50 per cent of the girls achieved four or mare
e As, The school wos ranked sinth for A kevels in
i© tables for independent schools kst yeor.

“H5 offfiers 3 broad cumriculum, which is focused
on scademic studies wnd abso on cneativity, The

leam Latin and Ancient Groek os well as modern
languages such as French, German, Italian, Russian
andl Spanish,

The cumculum also includes subpects such as
economics and busingss studics, psychok theatre
studdies, and art and design, Critical thinking is o short

course and pan of general studies, which all fh
formers lake. It teaches them how to think, reason and
write coherently m.l bogically. This courss is especially
uselul for those girks who want 1o study medicine or
Erw, s the tests for admission 1o medical schools and
Erw courses involve an clement of critical thanki

PE ncludes a wide range of spons frod
and rughy to gymnastics and athletics, Music
importan part al KE ind the school provic
of opportunity 10 keam instruments.
KEHS participates in excl > wisils 1o plices such as
Australia, New Zealand, France and Alrici.

KEHS off 2 wide range of extra-curicular
aclivitics. The girls can participale in the school's
orchestras and bhonds, join drama clubs and choirs,
dance workshops and sports clubs. They can also
wrile for the school's mugaeine, Phoeniy, work for
the school’s own radio station. or join one of the many
societics,

Community service plays 2 very imponant part
al KEHS. The gids arganise fundrasing cvents for
different char stch as Macmillan, World Aids Diay
or Breakthrough Breast Cancer, They also help out in
A1l nursenes, infant and juniar schools, schools for
shlied children, and obder people’s care homes,
he girls themselves come from a hugely diverse
range of hockgrounds and [ think the community
service work allows thein o both contribute 1o the
wider comy and 1o continug 10 leam mone about
thut community,” Ms Evans continued.

Prospective pupils hive 1o o pass a demanding
entrance lest o be accepted into this school, KEHS
s looking lor brght voung pirls who are quick-
huve a thirst for knowled d ane excited
w idess, Past achicvements are nod as important
as pofential. I therclore proves rather dillicult 10

peepare for these exams, which 1est how girls respond
ith. The school
discourages coaching or tutoring and instead advises
parcnts 1 talk o their childnen, encourage them 1o read
i lat and be interested m what = poing on in the work]
around them,

Teachers like Chris Hosty appreciate the freedom
they are given ol KEHS. Ms Hosty has been teaching
maths and peneral studies hene for 20 years. She thinks
the good pupil-teacher relationship at this school is the
reason hehind its success.
dost af the tcaching stull he
their subject and the life af the
lucky in that most of th
with us come in brigh
leam,” she cxplained,

*Aund 2 stafl we respond to their enthusiosm, By the

me they get to the mm_._'h: pears, where some of them

ng e phases, we've

.i|l\‘.|l|\ estahlished ||Ir\ ily relationship, We are a

small school ond they ore almaost like owr own children.
They do know thal we kve them.”

Sending your child @ KEHS is not cheap - the
school charges £8.850 per year However, parents
caming kess than £65 000 pply [or 2 means-
tesied bursary, which is d by the Kind
Edwand Foundation.

Bursancs are mainly awarded to girls who |lsm
when they are 11-yes 1
join the fth form. Out of ahout 80 §
wwarded a bunsary. Widening scoess 1o higher education
o 3 much carlier age i important o the school.

“If we wanl these girls 10 g0 10 2 lop university,
we need fo stort that process at the a
Hosty said, and although Oxiord, Cambridge
Ieading universities une working hied 1o b

ine passicnale ihout
And we are very
ar-olds who start
cyed and shiny und keen 1o

n bright
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she believes
ledge gop is

children from disadvantaged hock groand:
that by 18 the culture and general kner
CTOAMOuS,

“It’s very hoed for an 1B-year-old to start in on
Omdard college from a school where they never had any
of this kind of background, Here we take them at 11,
they mix with a wide rnge of back grounds,

“Weve got children from consultant SUrgeons
wlongside children whose parenis are unemployed,
They learn from each other and they leam from
don’t feel they ane lacking this social background,” she
uidcdedd.

For the future, KEHS, joinily with the hoys®
school, s planning a new performing arts centre.
The stafl is also looking al new ways 1o develop the
ulur s currently working on the AQA
Bacculaureate for the 6th form, which will allow girls
to research and write individual projects. Seckd

= Helen Kaut is @ freelance edwcation jonrnalis,

Further information
www kehsonzuk



