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Science push for girls

Can studying the stars be a way
of getting girls mone interested in
science? Rebekah Oruye locks
at the growing popusarity of a
MW COUrse in astronamy at one
Birmingham school

be done to encourage girls to take up
sclenoe

Recent figures by the Onganisation for
Econeanic Co-operation and Develop-
el IOECTH conchaded that bovs scored
on average ten points higher in scienoe
tests than girls. S0 how does an all-girls
school encourage its pupils into picking
the subdect beyond the compulsory
studying age, with ploysics in partioular
struggling to get high interest from
young female students?

King Edwards V1 High School in Edg-
haston (KEHS] is trying to buck the
trend by introducing a pew GCSE - in
astropomy. And gazing up al the stars
and learning about the earth’s place in
the solar system seems b0 have drasm
the curiosity of students.

Bringing the subject to the school was
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the brainchild of head of physics Dr
Bernie Tedd

D Tedd, himselfl an mateur astrono-
mser, found out about teaching astrone-
mry while at a meeting of the Euro-
pean Association for Asironomy
held in the Canary lslands a few
hxmmﬂmm
relatively low al KEHS compared
with biology and chemistry and
decided o offer extra-curricular
sesaions in asttonomy ot hanch-
times and after school for pupils
keen fo fined st about the earth
and fs place in the wider uni-

VETSE.

He said: “Interestingly. astrono-
my seems o capture their imagi-
nation . They associate
ugm«urw:mnhm
mmm‘um
orenbed subject.”

“The nice thing about it is that the
new things you see in the newspapers
like the discovery of dark matter, is ac-
cessible for them. You can go-decper ina
great detail In many acadenic fekds the
new breakthroughs are very dificult to
unherstard "

The two-year asironomy course al-
tracted eight pupils in the first year it
became availshie and all the graduates
of the first session passed with top A
marks New three years kuber, there are
30 girls regularly attending classes.

During lessons. Dr Tedd said pupils
are given worksheets, web activities and
expected to conduct practical study in
their own time.

“There's all sorts of wonderful things
you can do with astronomy nowadays.
“For exampile, on the weh, you can con-
trol the Faulkes telescope in Australia.
You can choose where you want to look.
choose the filters for the telescope and

professiceal beking photographs.”
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ties, where refreshments are shared and
guest speakers provide talks. Dr Tedd
sakd KEHSS clese proecimity (o neigh-
bouring m University means
they have close link with its Astronomi-
cal Society.

The school has recently become in-
vobved in Comenius project, linking s
At Fedwony with iive other

European schools in, Greece, Raly.

Netherlands, France and Homania.

firom the British Council al-
lows the school to take pupils to work:
shops in different countries,

Principal Sarah Evans added: “It's
something unusual and quite different
for the girks. It brings alive a part of plrys-
ks for the girls and it's important they
can engage with the subgect. that can be

very hands-on and el a lot of inde
puﬂ'limlﬂl-

Astronomical
rise in interest

Four pupils at KEHS, who are in



