Noughts and Crosses

Review

On the 13`" December the U4th went to Stratford -Upon -Avon to see a play based on Noughts and Crosses, by Malorie Blackman, at the Civic Hall. Everyone was extremely excited to see it as it is a popular book amongst teenagers, that deals with issues that many teenagers encounter in modern day society. The story is based on Romeo and Juliet, and involves racial discrimination and terrorism.

The story is as follows. A Cross girl, Persephone (Sephy) Hadley, is the daughter of the Prime minister, Kamal Hadley. Sephy is best friends with a Nought boy, Callum McGregor, who is seen as inferior, as he is white. Callum is one of the first Noughts to ever got to the Cross school, Heathcroft School, which is where Sephy also goes. But instead of this being a happy time for them, they are still divided by skin colour and, in time, their friendship falls apart.

After being away from each for 3 years, Sephy and Callum meet again, but all does not go well. Callum has joined the Liberation Militia, a Nought terrorist group who supposedly fight for equal rights for Noughts and Crosses. Callum kidnaps Sephy, and holds her hostage, demanding a ransom from her father. However, Callum discovers he is not as strong as he first thought, and he and Sephy spend the night together.

The next day, the Liberation Militia discovers what Callum has done and in the uproar Sephy has a chance to escape. With the help of Callum she manages to get home.

We thought that overall the play was excellent. Richard Madden (Callum) acted his part well and was well suited to his character in looks and personality. Ony Uhiara (Sephy) was good on the whole, but perhaps acted a little too naive for a fourteen year old. The scene effects were very unusual and original, for example, the scene changes. We also liked the way that although there weren't many props they were used very effectively and in many different ways, but our favourite part was the thought tracking, where we got to hear the individual thoughts of the characters.

If Noughts and Crosses had a fault, it would be the few important parts of the book that it missed out, but this didn't stop us all enjoying the play very much.

It was a great experience, and we would recommend it to many other people.
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