From Anna
Week One
After our first week of school, which was great fun, we were allocated to specific subject classes. We are now doing graphics and DT. These are now my favourite subjects. 
School is great fun and we have settled in well. At the weekend we went to see a national netball game, saw the Hakka at a rugby game, went to the Antarctic Centre and drove right around the hills, looking over the whole of Canterbury, and out to the Alps. The view was amazing, and after a busy weekend we were looking forward to our next week.
This weekend we are jetting off to Sydney for four days, which will be amazing! It is the Queens Birthday weekend; so on Monday school is closed. So far New Zealand has been so much fun, and I am looking forward to the rest of our trip!

Week 3
So coming up to our third week away! We've just arrived home from spending a long weekend away in Sydney which was amazing! School is good, and I played a netball match earlier today. We get no homework to do after school so the evenings are times to relax and do after school activities Some of the work is slightly easier here, but most of it is new to us.

 The weather is still quite nice, but it’s a bit cold in the mornings! Next week we are going on camp which should be really good, we're going with another class which will give us the opportunity to meet some new people. Excursions are planned to Akaroa to go whale spotting, and to Hamner to visit the hot springs! I'm really enjoying myself, and missing all my friends and family back home. See you soon!

From Georgia

Week 1
We got on the plane on Wednesday feeling very excited and a tiny bit nervous at the same time. We said goodbye to our families and realized that we were starting a journey that we would never forget. I didn't get any sleep on the plane so it really kicked in when we got back to Hayley's house. Hayley and Laura didn't meet us at the airport because they were away on camp but they were getting back later that evening. It was great to see them again and we met a few of their friends as well. I went to bed very early on Friday night because i was so tired. We didn't do anything at the weekend because I was just getting used to the time and the house. On Monday, we started school. It was the uniform that shocked me the most but we soon got used to it. The lessons are quite different to ours, firstly because the lessons are nearly an hour long and pupils take their own notes (they are not given things to write down). I am going swimming with dolphins at the weekend and probably some other sight seeing as well.
Week 3
At the weekend Hayley, her mum and I drove down to Twizel which is about 4 hours south of Christchurch to stay in their holiday home for one night. It was very cold and there was frost everywhere . Twizel is in the Southern Alps so there were mountains all around and they were all covered in snow. The next morning we drove to where the highest mountain in New Zealand was. We got on our walking gear and walked for about 2 hours until we reached the valley where we could see through to Mount Cook. It was very cold and cloudy but it was great to finally see it! We got back to Twizel and started the drive further south to Queenstown. It took about another 2+half hours and when we got there we settled for some lunch! We went on a Shotover Jet which is a jet boat that speeds down the Shotover river. It was really fun and exciting! We got a bit wet though! After that we went up the mountain on a gondola and saw all the sights of the town. When we got to the top, Hayley and I went on the Luge which is like go carting but with a few differences. We stayed in a hotel in Queenstown that night and the next day Hayley and I set off to do some shopping! After that we drove back to Twizel and stayed the night there. We had Monday off school because it was the Queen’s birthday so it was an amazing weekend! I'm having lots of fun! Missing everyone! See you soon. xxx

Week Four
Hello, last weekend we went to the Antarctic Centre in Christchurch and to QE2 which is a water park. At the Antarctic centre we went on a “hagglund ride” which was so much fun! They are the huge vehicles that are used in the Antarctic. After the ride we went to see some penguins and watch a short film about trips to Antarctica. It was very interesting! We went to QE2 with Laura and Anna and had a great time on the slides and in the wave machine! We were very tired after that so we didn't get up to much else that afternoon.

 

 Last week Anna and I went with a different form on Year 10 camp. We made some amazing friends and I did activities that I would never have done by myself! We drove to the castle hill lodge in our team of 6 (TEAM XTREME) and got settled into our bunks. After that we did some team building games that got us all in the mood for even harder challenges. We went abseiling that afternoon. I am terrified of heights and I did it! It was amazing. I knew that I would regret it later if I had refused to have a go so I just kept saying that I would be fine. I slipped off the wall at one point and I was having trouble getting the harness off when I was by myself at the bottom of the cliff!

 

 The next day we did cave streaming which was literally walking through an ice cold stream in a cave, in winter! It was so cold that we went numb up to our waist but we stuck together as a team and decided to distract ourselves by singing songs! It took us about 15 minutes to get through and when we got out...we were so relieved! Our feet slowly came back to life and we were all so glad that we had done so well. On the last day we did extreme caving which is climbing through a 40cm gap in a cave and then turning around and coming back exactly the same way that we had come! I thought it was horrible as I got stuck a few times but when we got out...even with some gashes on my knee...I was so glad that I had done it!

 

 We did a 6 hour hike to the CAVE that we were going to be staying in. I had an asthma attack on the way up but once we got to our cosy cave I felt a lot better. We had instant noodles and pasta for dinner and we had to make sure all our food was tied up and moved away from where we were sleeping because of possums! We had heard of groups having their breakfast stolen in the night and so we were lucky not to get any visitors. The night seemed to go so slowly and I hardly got any sleep because of strange noises. We were all so relieved when we saw the first rays of sunlight and so we got up quickly and got in the van...a short walk away...and went back to the lodge. We had to clean our pots and pans, then clean the bunk room, pack our things and we then made the journey back to Christchurch.

 

I had so much fun on camp and did so many things that I didn't think I could achieve! I also made some great friends and I will never forget the experience. We also went to Hamner springs just north of Christchurch. These are hot volcanic pools that are now used as a spa where the public can enjoy the warm water even in winter. It was really fun to spend a day out with lots of friends from Rangi.  More news soon. xxx

EXCHANGE VISIT TO AUSTRALIA

Catherine Hodge and Katy McCrossan flew out to Seymour College, Australia at the start of February 2007. Please read Katy and Catherine's diaries which give a real insight into their time spent at Seymour College Australia. 
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