What is it?

The AQA Bacc allows girls to demonstrate that they have had a broad and rounded education in their sixth form. It is awarded for having:-

· 3 A-level passes (not including General Studies) in any subjects, any exam board

· General Studies and/or Critical Thinking

· Enrichment Activities

· Extended Project (this is a qualification in itself – detailed on the following page)

It is awarded in addition to their normal qualifications and is not compulsory.

Grades

At present, the Bacc is awarded at 3 levels – pass, merit and distinction. These depend on the grades in the normal A-levels (not General Studies) and the Extended Project.

Distinction = 3 As + A in project
Credit = 3 Cs + C in project

Pass = 3 Es + E in project

Enrichment Activities

These covers three areas:-

· Work Related Learning – e.g. work experience, paid employment, Young Enterprise, Engineering Education Scheme

· Community Participation – e.g. Community Service, World Challenge charity work, other charity work…

· Personal Development – e.g. sport, music, drama, dance, debating, DofE, other aspects of World Challenge, photography, first aid….

Girls need to have done (and be able to show they have done):-

· A total of 100 hours (at least)

· From at least two (or possibly all three) of the three areas

· At least 30 hours from each area included (so they could not have, for example, 10 hours of Work Related Learning with 45 each of Community Participation and Personal Development)

They can count anything done during the Sixth Form (from September in the L6), but not before.

They can include Friday Blocks, but not other lessons, and can also include anything done outside school.

There is an electronic diary system in place for girls to record their activities.

Extended Project

What is it?

The Extended Project is an opportunity to do a piece of extended work on an area of interest to you.

What it involves is:- 

· You choose an area of interest – this may be related to an aspect of your A-level work, or something entirely different.

· You come up with a title for the project, and what you are aiming to do

· You plan, research & carry out the project, keeping records of everything you do.

· You deliver a presentation on the project, where you are answer questions about it.

The final project – what you are assessed on – consists of:-

· A completed production log – this records your ideas and plans, how you did your research, details of the stages you went through, your assessment of how it went etc

· A written report 

· Other evidence as appropriate (e.g. for a student writing and directing a play, the play script, a video of the performance…)

· The presentation 

You could do a project round lots of different areas – for example:-

· Designing a computer package to perform certain functions

· Analysing how effective Fair Trade is

· Composing and putting on a piece of music or a play

· Work in a foreign language

· Investigating a new area of mathematics

· Developing your own business

· Analysing a certain area of literature

· Investigating a medical condition

Why do it? 

· Allows you to explore an area you are interested in, in depth

· Prepares you well for university study

· Helps you to develop research skills and become an independent learner

It also offers the equivalent UCAS points to an AS. However – this is NOT a reason for doing it on its own – you need to enjoy and be interested in the topic you choose, because you will be spending a lot of time on it! 

How will it work?

· You will be allocated a member of staff to supervise your project.

· They meet with you to discuss your title, methods of research etc, and then meet periodically while you are doing the project to discuss how you are getting on and give further advice.

· However, the input basically comes from you, not the member of staff – you are deciding what to do, how to plan and carry it out – they will NOT be “holding your hand” to the extent they may for coursework, and you will not be submitting drafts!

· You will need to spend around 120 hours on it

