View from a school
King Edward VI High School for Girls in Birmingham have been trialling the AQA Bacc. Cath Brown, the school's AQA Bacc/ Extended project Coordinator reports: "The appeal of the AQA Bacc for us is its combination of flexibility, academic rigour and breadth. We feel it offers many of the advantages of IB without the disadvantage of limited subject choice.

"About half of our Year 13 hope to obtain their AQA Bacc this Year, and almost all of Year 12 have signed up for it. Our sixth-formers were delighted at the idea of some external recognition for their many extra-curricular activities, although often they felt 100 hours was a rather low requirement! It was fascinating to find out about the activities many of them were involved in outside school, in addition to the sport, Young Enterprise, work experience, music, drama etc that they did in school. We had to devise a simple logging and checking system to verify the activities for the exam board, but this was not onerous, and is due to become easier when the AQA introduce their electronic Enrichment Diary.

"We have also been trialling the Extended project. Five brave girls completed this in a very short timespan (from December to April); their projects included “The Role of Sisters in Greek Tragedy”, “Picasso's Guernica’’ and “Making and using a Seismometer”.

The girls seem to have really enjoyed the opportunity to work on an area of their own choosing, and two of them opted to invite a number of their classmates and other teachers to their presentations.

Another 30 girls are working on their projects over the summer - ​these include film-making, devising and choreographing a dance and directing a play as well as the more traditional essays. The Project is certainly not an easy option - it requires an estimated 100 hours, and requires the girls to choose their own topic, learn to research, work independently, organise themselves and finally present their work and answer questions - but the skills and confidence they have gained should give them a great start at university".

